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REPORT. 


Die Jovis, 30 Auguſti, 17980. 


THE Lord Chancellor from the Lords Committees appointed 
to examine the matters of the ſealed- up papers received 
from the Commons on the 23d of July laſt, whoſe Lord- 
ſhips had power to ſend for perſons, papers, and records, 
and to examine all ſuch perſons as they might ſummon be- 
fore them in the moſt ſolemn manner, and to communi- 
cate from time to time with the Committee of Secrecy, - 
appointed by the Houſe of Commons, made the following 


Report. 


My Loxps, 


1 1 HE Lords Committees appointed to examine the matters of 
4 the ſealed- up papers received from the Commons on the 23d of 
. 5 July laſt, and to report the ſame as they ſhall appear to them to this 

Houſe, have met and examined into the matters to them referred, 

and directed me to report to your Lordſhips as follows: 

> Your committee beg leave firſt to recall your Lordſhips atten- 

tion to a report made to this Houſe on the 7th of March, 1793, 

by the Lords Committees, who had been appointed to enquire into 

the cauſes of the diforders and diſturbances which prevailed in this 
kingdom in the years 1792 and 1793, by which it appears, That 

„ conſiderable bodies of Inſurgents, then diſtinguiſhed by the name 

of Defenders, infeſted the counties of Meath, Louth, Cavan, 

„Monaghan, and other adjacent diſtricts, during that period, and 
ee that the meaſures which were then purſued by them, appeared to 
** be concerted with a degree of ſyſtem and regularity, which proved 
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ce diſtinAly that they were directed by men of ſuperior rank, whe 
« ſtimulated the lower orders of the people to tumult and outrage, 
« as leading to the abolition of tythes, hearth, and county taxes, 
* and to the reduction of rents. — That during that period, very 
c conſiderable ſums of money were levied upon the Roman Catho- 
c lics of this kingdom, under the authority of a committee of per- 
« ſons of that perſuaſion, who then aſſumed, and ſeemed, in a 
ce great degree, to ſucceed in the government and direction of the 
ce whole body of Iriſh Catholics, and that out of the general fund 
ce thus created, protection was extended to perſons who were crimi- 
&© nally proſecuted for the moſt daring and flagrant erimes.— That 
during the ſame period, an unuſual ferment diſturbed ſeveral parts 
* of the northern province, particularly the town of Belfaſt, and 
« the county of Antrim, kept up and encouraged by every artifice 
« which turbulence and diſaffection could ſuggeſt, and more parti- 
te cularly by the moſt licentious abuſe of the preſs. — That the con- 
« duct of France was openly held up as an example for imitation, 
ce that hopes and expectations were given of French aſſiſtance, by 
« a deſcent upon this kingdom, and that prayers had been publicly 
offered up at Belfaſt, from the pulpit, for the ſucceſs of the French 
te armies, in the preſence of military bodies, which had been 
a newly levied and arrayed in that town, without any legal autho- 
ce rity. — That ſeveral other military aſſociations had in like manner 


| © been entered into, in different parts of the province of Ulſter, 


* compoſed of perfons of a very inferior deſcription, armed with- 


„cout authority, and diſciplined by officers of their own elegion.— 
“ That theſe armed bodies were daily enereaſing in numbers and 


« force, and had cxerted their beſt endeavours to procure military 
men of experience to command them. Some of them having 
c expreſsly ſtated, that there were men enough to be had, but that 


tc officers were what they wanted. — That arms and gunpowder to 


« a very large amount, much above the common conſumption, had 
been recently ſent to Belfaſt and Newry, and that orders had 
ce been given for a much greater quantity, which could be wanted 
ce only for military operations. — That at Belfaſt large bodies of men 


c in arms, aſſembled nightly, by candle light, to be drilled and 2 
« exerciſed, and that repeated attempts were made to ſeduce the 


ce ſoldĩiery, which much to the honour of the King's forces had pro- 
« ved ineffeual. — That at the ſame period a body of men had 
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« been arrayed at Dublin, under the title of firſt battalion of na- 
ce tional guards—their uniform copied from that of the French na- 
ce tional guards, and marked with emblems of difaffeQion. — That 
« the declared object of theſe military preparations was to procure 
ce reform of parliament; but that the plain and palpable intention 
« was to overawe the parliament and executive government, and 
cc to diate to both.“ 

Your committee next beg leave to recall your Lordſhips atten- 
tion to a report made to the Houſe on the 12th of May, 1797, by 
the Lords Committees, appointed to examine the matters of the 
ſealed- up papers received from the Commons on the 4th of the 
ſame month, by which it appears, That the ſyſtem of treaſon 
« which had been eſtabliſhed in the year 1792, was then much ma- 
« tured and extended under the influence and direction of numerous 


affiliated ſocieties, calling themſelves United Iriſhmen, in con- 


e junction with the aſſociated body of Defenders. — That a traito- 
“ rous correſpondence and communication between the leaders and 
cc directors of the ſocieties of United Iriſhmen and the Executive 
Directory of the French Republic had been carried on between 
« the month of June 1795, and the month of January 1796, 
and that the means by which it had been carried on were diſtinctly 
c proved.” 

- Your Committee are now enabled more be folly and accurately to 
ſtate to your Lordſhips the nature and extent of the treaſon which 
ſo juſtly alarmed your Lordſhips in 1793, and which has recently 
broken forth in open rebellion, having examined four perſons who 
were members of the Executive Directory of the Iriſh Revolution- 
ary Union, namely, Arthur O*Connor, Efq. who was lately tried 
at Maidſtone for high treaſon, William James M*Nevin, doctor 
of phyſic, Thomas Addis Emmett, barriſter at law, and Oliver 
Bond, lately convicted of treaſon, all of whom have acknowledged 
themſelves to have been confidential leaders and directors of the 
Iriſh Union, and that their object was, to effect a revolution in 
this kingdom, by ſeducing his Majeſty's ſubjects from their alle- 
glance, under a variety of ſpecious pretences, and by introducing 
a French army into their country, to aſſiſt them in this moſt foul 
and unnatural project. 

The original conſtitution of the traitorous ſocieties of United 
Iriſhmen, their gradual progreſs to open rebellion, and the means 
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by which they hoped to ſucceed in ſubverting the exiſting eſtabliſh- 
ments in church and ſtate, have been fo fully detailed in former re- 
ports upon the ſubject appearing an the journals, and by the report 
recently made by the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
which has been communicated to your Lordſhips, that your Com- 
mittee have forborn now to enter ſo minutely into- this diſguſting 
ſubject, as they might otherwiſe have conſidered a duty incumbent 


on them; they have therefore taken up the detail of it from that 


period, when the conſpiracy was ſo matured, as to have for its 
avowed object the array and levy of a regular military force, in 
every part of the kingdom, for the purpoſe of aſſiſting the French, 
if they ſhould be enabled to make a deſcent upon this country; or, 
if foreign aſſiſtance could not. be procured, of making a General 
Inſurrection, in the hope of ſubverting the monarchy and eceleſiaſ- 
tical eſtabliſhment, of ſeizing the perſons, and confiſcating the pro- 
perty of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, and of eſtabliſhing a Repub- 
lican Government, guaranteed by the power of France.—It ap- 
pears to your Committee, that the organization, as it is called, by 
which the Directory of the Iriſh Union was enabled to levy a re- 


volutionary army, was completed in the province of Ulſter on the 


ioth of May, 1795. That the ſcheme of extending it to the 
other provinces was adopted at an early period by the Iriſh Direc- 
tory ; but it does not appear to your committee, that it made any 
conſiderable progreſs beyond the northern province, before the au- 
tumn of 1796, when emiſſaries were ſent into the province of 
Leinſter to propagate the ſyſtem. It appeared diſtinctly to your 
committee, that the ſtale pretexts of Parliamentary Reform and 
Catholic Emancipation were found ineffeQtual for the ſeduction of 
the people of that province, and therefore the emiſſaries of treaſon, 
who had undertaken it, in order to prevail with them to adopt the 
ſyſtem of organization, firſt repreſented that it 'was neceflary in 
their own defence, as their Proteſtant fellow-ſubjeAts had entered 
into a ſolemn league and covenant to deſtroy them, having ſworn 
to wade up to their knees in Popiſh blood. 

The people were next taught to believe that their organization would 
lead to the abolition of tithes, and to a diſtribution of property, in- 
aſmuch as they would become members of a democracy which would 
govern the country ; and under the influence of theſe falſe, wicked, 
and artful ſuggeſtions, the ſyſtem of organization appears to have 
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been gradually extended by the emiſſaries of the Iriſh Directory into 
the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter, and Connaught.—The better 
to impoſe on the people, the ſyſtem was firſt repreſented to be 
purely for civil or political purpoſes. The inferior ſocieties at their 
original inſtitution conſiſted each of thirty. ſix members, they were 
however, afterwards reduced to twelve—theſe twelve choſe a ſcere- 
tary and treaſurer, and the ſecretaries of five of theſe ſocieties formed 
what was called a lower baronial committee, which had the imme- 
diate direction and ſuperintendence of the five ſocicties who thus 
contributed to its inſtitution. From each lower baronial committee 
thus conſtituted, one member was delegated to an upper baronial 
committee, which in like manner aſſumed and exerciſed the ſuper- 
intendence and direction of all the lower baronial committees in the 
ſeveral counties. The next ſuperior committees were, in populous 
towns, diſtinguiſhed by the name of diſtrict committees, and in 
counties by the name of county committees, and were compoſed of 
members delegated by the upper baronials. Each upper baronial 
committee delegated one of its members to the diſtrict or county 
committee, and theſe diftrit or county committees had the ſuperin- 
tendence and direction of all the upper baronials, who contributed to 
their inſtitution. —Having thus organized the ſeveral countics and 
populous towns, a ſubordinate direQory was erected in each of the 
four provinces, compoſed of two members, or three, according to 
the extent and population of the diſtricts which they repreſented, 
who were delegated to a provincial committee, which had the im- 
mediate direction and ſuperintendence of the ſeveral county and diſ- 
tri committees in each of the four provinces ; and a General Exe- 
cutive Directory compoſed of five perſons, was eleded by the pro- 
vincial directories, but the election was ſo managed that none but 
the ſecretaries of the provincials knew on whom the election fell — 
It was made by ballot, but not reported to the electors, the ap- 
pointment was notified only to thuſe on whom the election devolved, 


and the Exccutive DireQory thus compoſed, aſſumed and exerciſcd 


the ſupreme and uncontrouled command of tie whole body of the 
Union. 

The manner of communicating the orders iſſued by the Executive 
Directory, was peculiarly calculated to baffle detection. One mem- 
ber of the Executive alone commanicated with one member of each 
provincial committee or directory, — The order was tranſmitted by 
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him to the ſecretary of each county or diſtrict committee in his pro- 
vince, - The ſecretaries of the county and diſtrict committees com- 
municated with the ſecretaries of the upper baronials in each county, 
they communicated with the ſeeretaries of the lower baronial com- 
mittees, who gave the order to the ſceretarics of each ſubordinate 
committee, by whom it was given to the ſeveral inferior members 
of the Union, —It appears to your coinmittec, that the leaders and 
directors of this conſpiracy having completed this their revolutionary 
ſyicm in the province of Ulſter, fo carly as the 1 oth of May, 1795; 
and having made conliderable progreſs in eſtabliſhing it in the Au- 
tumn and Winter of 1796, in the province of Leinſter, proceeded 
at tizat period to convert it into a military ſhape and form, for the 
undiſguĩſed project of rebellion ; and this project has been diſtinctly 
and unequivocally acknowledged by the aforeſaid Arthur O'Connor, 
William James M'Nevin, Thomas-Addis Emmett, and Oliver 
Bond, who have confeſſed themſelves to have been leading and active 


members of this conſpiracy, as will appear more diſtinaly to your 


Lordſhips from the confeſſions which they have made before your 
committee, annexed by way of Appendix to this Report. 

From the confeſſions of theſe perſons it appears to your com- 
mittee, that the mz/:tary organization, as they termed it, was grafted 
on the civil. That the ſecretary of each ſubordinate ſociety com- 
poſed of twelve, was appointed their petty or non- commiſſioned offi- 
cer, that the delegate of five ſocieties to a lower baronial committee 
was commonly appointed Captain of a company, compoſed of the 
five ſocieties who had fo delegated him, and who made up the num- 
ber of ſixty privates ; and that the delegate of ten lower baronials to 
the upper or diſtrict committee, was commonly appointed Colonel of 
a battalion, which was thus compoſed of ſix hundred men— That 
the Colonels of battalions in each county ſent in the names of three 


perſons to the Executive Directory of the Union, one of whom was 


appointed by them Adjutant. General of the county, whoſe duty it 
was to receive and communicate military orders from the Executive 
to the Colonels of battalions, and in general to act as officers of the 
revolutionary ſtaff.— In addition to this eſtabliſhment, it appears 
that a military committee was appointed by the Executive Directory 
to prepare a regular plan for aſſiſting a French army, if any ſuch 
ſhould make a landing in this kingdom, by direQing the national 
military force, as it was called, to co-operate with them; or to 
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form a regular plan of inſurrection in caſe it ſhould be ordered, 
without waiting for French aſſiſtance; and it appears to your com- 
mittee, that a regular and digeſted plan of inſurrection was actually 
formed and reduced to writing, in April 1797, which was given up 
for that time only from the repreſentations of the Executive Directory 
of the Union that ſpeedy and effectual aſſiſtance was promiſed from 
France. For the purpoſe of arming this body, orders were given 
by the Iriſh Directory, that every member of the Union who had 
the means, ſhould provide himſelf with fire-arms and ammunition z 
and that ſuch perſons, whoſe means would not afford any other wea- 
pons, ſhould provide themſelves with pikes — which order appeared 
to your committee to have been executed in a very great extent 
throughout the provinces of Ulſter, Leinſter, and Munſter—in the 
province of Connaught the emiffaries of the Union ſcem not to have 
been enabled to proceed farther in their ſyſtem of treaſon than by 
adminiſtering oaths to the people; their farther progreſs ſeems to 
have been obſtructed by the vigorous exertions of the Executive 
Government, when rebellion broke forth in acts of open hoſtility. 


It appears to your committee, that the Directory of the Union 


having thus eſtabliſhed a Revolutionary Government in themſelves 


over a great body of the people, iſſued an order forbidding the uſe 
of any article of conſumption liable to the Exciſe duties, which 


- order was ſtated to your committee by the aforeſaid perſons, who 


had been members of the Republican Directory, to have been ge- 
nerally and implicitly obeyed.---And it farther appeared to your 
committee, from the teſtimony of the ſame perſons, or ſome of 
them, that an order had been alſo iſſued by the ſame directory to 
ſtop the currency of bank notes, and to forbid the purchaſe of quit- 
rents payable to the crown, which, by an a& of this ſeſſion, have 
been veſted in the Lords' Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, to be ſold 


for the ſervice of the current year, with a threat on the part of the 


Directory, that ſuch a ſale would be diſallowed at the approaching 
Revolution, as an anticipation of its reſources. | 


Your committee having thus detailed the ſyſtem of Treaſon and 
Rebellion eſtabliſhed within this kingdom, which has been ſo ac- 
knowledged by ſome of the moſt active and confidential members of 


the Iriſh Revolutionary Directory, will now proceed to open to your 


Lordſhips their dark and deſperate deſigns, which have been con- 
B 
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feſſed by them, of betraying their country to a rapacious and merci- 
leſs foreign enemy. 

It appears to your committee, that early in the year 1796, a 
propoſition was made from the Executive Directory of the French 
Republic, by Theobald - Wolfe Tone, late a barriſter of this country, 
who abſconded ſhortly after the conviction of a man of the name of 
Jackſon, for treaſon, in the year 1794, to the Executive Directory 
of the Iriſh Union, that a French army ſhould be ſent to Ireland 
to aſſiſt the Republicans of this country in ſubverting the Monarchy, 
and ſeparating Ireland from the Britiſh Crown. The aforeſaid 
Meftrs. Arthur O'Connor, Thomas-Addis Emmett, William 
M'Nevin, and Oliver Bond, all of whom have been members of 
the Iriſh Republican DireQory, have depoſed to your committce, 
that this was the firſt communication within their knowledge which 
took place between the Iriſh and the French Directories, and that 
the propoſition originally moved from France; Your committee, 
however, are of opinion, that the communication thus made to the 


Triſh Directory through Mr. Tone, muſt have taken place in con- 


ſequence of an application originating with ſome members of the Iriſh 
Union, inaſmuch as it appears by the Report of the Secret Com- 
mittee of this Houſe, made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, that a 
meſlenger had been difpatched by the ſociety of United Iriſhmen to 
the Executive Directory of the French Republic, upon a treaſonable 
miſſion, between the month of June, 1795, and the month of 
January, 1796, at which time the meſſenger ſo ſent had returned 
to Ireland; and your committee have ſtrong reaſon to believe, that 
Edward-Juhn Lewins, who now is and has been for a conßderable 
time the accredited reſident Ambaſſador of the Iriſh Rebellious Union 
to the French Republic, was the perſon thus diſpatched in the ſummer 
of 1795. It appears to your committee,, that the propoſition ſo made 
by the French Directory, of afliſtance to the rebels of this kingdom, 
was taken into conſideration by the Executive DireQory of the 
Iriſh Union, immediately after it was communicated to them, 
that they did agree to accept the proffered aſliſtance, and that their 
determination was made known to the Directory of the French Re- 
public by a ſpecial meſſenger; and your Committee have ſtrong 
reaſon to believe, that the invaſion of this kingdom, which was 
afterwards attempted, was fully arranged at an interview which 
took place in Switzerland in the ſummer of 1796, near the Freneh 
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i frontier, between Lord Edward Fitzgerald, the aforeſaid Mr. Ar- 


thur O'Connor, and General Hoche. It appears to your Com- 
mittee, that in the month of October or November, 1796, the 
hoſtile armament which ſoon after appeared in Bantry Bay, was an- 


nounced to the Iriſh Directory by a ſpecial meſſenger diſpatched 


from France, who was alſo inſtructed to enquire into the ſtate of 


preparation in which this country ſtood, which army was then ſta- 


tech to the Iriſh Directory to conliſt of 15,000 troops, together 
* 35 uith a conſiderable quantity of arms and ammunition intended for 
the uſe of the Iriſh Republican n in a few days after the de- 


L the ſpeedy arrival of this armament on the coaſts of this king- 


dom; it appears to your Committee, that a letter from 


Y France was received by the Iriſh Directory, which was con- 
ſidered by them as authentic, ſtating, that the projected de- 


ſcent was poſtponed for ſome months, and to this circum=- 
® ſtance it has been fairly acknowledged to your Committee, 
by one of the Iriſh Directory, that this country was indebted 


f for the good conduct of the people in the province of Munſter, 


when the enemy appeared in Bantry Bay. He has confeſſed that 


= theſe eontradictory communications threw the Iriſh Directory off 


their guard, in conſequence of which they omitted to prepare the 
people for the reception of the enemy. He has confeſſed that the 
people were loyal, becauſe they were left to themſelves. It appears 


5 to your Committee, that after the attempt to invade this kingdom 


in December, 1796, had failed, the Iriſh Directory renewed their 


ſolicitations to France for aſſiſtance, and it was determined by them 


Fs 
2 to eſtabliſh a regular communication and eorreſpondenee with the 
» Directory of France, by a reſident accredited Iriſh Miniſter at Pa- 


4 ris ;—Accordingly it appears to. your Committee, that in April, 


1797, Edward-John Lewins of this city, attorney at law, was. 
* 1 from hence, under the aſſumed name cf Tampa, to 
ad as the Miniſter of the Iriſh Republican Directory at Paris. 
That he went by way of Hamburgh, where he obtained a letter of 
credence from the French Miniſter to General Hoche, with whom 


4 


= he had a conference at Franckfort, from whence he proceeded to 


Paris, where he bas continued to reſide from that time, as the mi- 
9 niſter of the Executive Directory of the Republic of Iidland. 
It appears to your Committce, that in June, 1797, a ſec nad meſ- 

enge, Doctor William-James M'Nevin, was diſpatched by the 
B 2 
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ſame Directory to Paris, with more preciſe inſtructions than they 
were enabled to give to Lewins, and that M'Nevin alſo took 
Hamburgh in his way, where finding ſome difficulty in obtaining a 
paſſport from Rheynhart the French Miniſter to enable him to go 
to Paris, he preſented a memoir in writing to that Miniſter, con- 
taining the ſubſtance of his inſtructions from his employers, to be 
tranſmitted to the Directory of the French Republic. M'Nevin 
has ſtated to your Committee the principal points of this memoir, 
in which it was recommended particularly to the Directory of the 
French Republic, on their next attack upon this kingdom, rather to 
make a landing at Oyſterhaven than at Bantry, as the reduction of 
the city of Cork would be thereby conliderably facilitated—and he 
has ſtated, that it alſo contained every ſpecies of information which 
occurred to the Iriſh Directory as uſeful to the enemy in their pro- 
jected invaſion of this kingdom, the particulars of which your 
Committee forbear further to detail, as they have annexed the faid 
M'Nevin's confeſſion made to them by way of Appendix to this 
Report. It appears to your Committee, that the ſaid M'Nevin 
having obtained a paſſport from the French Miniſter at Hamburgh, 
ſoon after the delivery of his Memoir to him, proceeded directly to 
Paris, where he had ſeveral! conferences with ſome of the Miniſters of 
the French Republic, in which he preſſed ſtrongly upon them the ad- 
vantages of a ſecond armament againſt this kingdom, in which an 
additional ſupply of arms was repreſented as necetlary, from the 
ſeizure which had been made, by order of Government, of arms 
which had been collected for rebellion in the northern province; 
and the expences of this armament, as well as of that which had 
already failed, he undertook, for the Iriſh Directory, ſhould be de- 
frayed on the eſtabliſhment of a Requblic in Ireland: and in theſe 
conferences it appears to your Committee, that it was ſtrongly im- 
preſſed upon the French Directory to make the ſeparation of Ire- 
land from the kingdom of Great Britain, an indiſpenſable condi- 
tion of any treaty of peace which might be concluded in conſequence 
of the negotiation which then depended at Lifle : the better to im- 
preſs his arguments, a ſecond written Memoir was preſented by the 


ſaid M'Nevin, enforcing as ſtrongly as he could every thing which he 


had theretofore urged to encourage the invaſion of this kingdom by 


a French force, and to induce the Directory of the French Repub- 


lic to continue the war with Great Britain, until Ircland ſhould be 
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ſeparated from the Britiſh Crown ; and it appears to your Com- 
mittee, that M'Nevin was further inſtructed to negotiate a loan of 
half a million in France or Spain for the Iriſh DireQory, on the ſe- 
curity of the Revolution which they meditated, but that in this ob- 
ject of his miſtion he failed altogether. It appears to your Com- 
mittee that immediately after the negotiation at Liſle was broken. 
off, information of it was ſent from France to the Iriſh Directory, 
with aſſurances that the French Government would never abandon 
tlie cauſe of the Iriſh Union, nor make peace with Great Britain, 
until the ſeparation of Ireland from the Britiſh crown was effected; 
and with freſh affurances of a ſpeedy invaſion, which have fre- 
quently been renewed ſince that period. It appears to your Com- 
mittee that the ſaid M'Nevin returned to this kingdom in October 
1797, when he made his report to the Iriſh Directory of the reſult 
of his miſſion, and that they might rely with confidence on the pro- 
miſed ſuccours from France; and it has alſo appeared to your 
Committee that in July or Avguſt 1797, the Iriſh Directory re- 
ceived a diſpatch from their Miniiter at Paris, announcing the 
Dutch armament in the Texel intended againſt this kingdom, which 
was balfled and diſcomfited by the ever memorable and perſevering 
valour of the Britiſh fleet commanded by Lord Duncan. It ap- 
pears to your Committee that three ſeveral diſpatches have been 
received by the Iriſh Directory from their Miniſter at Paris fince 
October 1797; the two firſt contained a renewal generally of the 
former aſſurances of friendſhip and ſupport given by the Directory 
of the French Republic ; the laſt announced that the projected in- 
vaſion of Ireland would be made in the month of April 1798. 
And it appears to your Committee that a diſpatch for the Directory 
of the French Republic earneſtly preſſing for the promiſed ſuccours 
was made up by the Iriſh Directory, late in December 1797, or 
early in January 1798, which one of them undertook to have con- 
veyed to France: but that the attempt ſailed. It has been ſtated 
to your Committee by one of the Rebel Directory of Ireland who 
was privy to this act of treaſon, that the diſpatch was not to be ſent 
through Great Britain ; but he did not explain to your Committee 
any reaſon on which this aflertion was founded, nor any other route 
by which the meſſenger was to make his way to France. The 
ſeveral perſons aforeſaid who have ſo confeſſed themſelves to have 
been members of the Executive Revolutionary Directory of the 
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Iriſh Rebels and acknowledged their traitorous correſpondence and 
connection with the Directory of the French Republic, have en- 
deavoured to palliate this branch of their treaſon by aſeribing it, 
firſt to their diſapprobation of an act of Parliament paſſed in the 
year 1796 to prevent inſurrection, next to their diſappointment in 
obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, and laſtly by repreſenting their 
difinclination to negotiate with France for a greater force than might 
enable them to ſubvert the monarchy and retain the Government 
of this Country in their own hands. 

The falſchood and abſurdity of theſe pretences are ſo manifeſt 
that your Committee would have thought it unbecoming to advert 
to them in their report, if theſe avowed T raitors to their King and 
Country had not in part learned thus to palliate their treaſon from 
perſons of a very different deſcription in Great Britain and Ireland, 
who fatally for the peace of this kingdom and the ſecurity of the 


Britiſh empire, have during the progreſs of this moſt foul and unna- 


tural Rebellion, from utter ignorance and miſinformation on the 
ſubject, as your Committee muſt preſume, publicly and repeatedly 
palliated, if not juſtified, that ſyſtem of treaſon which had well nigh 
involved this once happy and flouriſhing kingdom in all the miſeries 
of the French Revolution. Wich reſpe& to the Inſurrection Act 
yqur Committee have only to obſerve that it paſſed into a law on 
the 24th of March 1796, and was not put into execution before the 
fourteenth of November 1796, on which day the firſt proclamation, 
which iſſued under the proviſions of it, bears date, and that the 


introduction of it into the Houſe of Commons was long ſubſequent 


to the period when it appears that the connection and correſpon- 
dence of the Iriſh Union with the DireQtory of the French Repub- 
lic firſt commenced ; and that it was enacted in conſequence of a 


ſyſtem of midnight murder, robbery and outrage which began in. 
1792, and was fo maturedin 1796 under the influence and direc. 


tion of the Iriſh Union as nearly to depopulate a very conſiderable 
diſtrict in two of the provinces, of every loyal and peaceable inha- 
bitant of it. With reſpe&t to Parliamentary Reform your Com- 
mittee have to obſerve that it was diſtinaly acknowledged by the 
perſons who in their own phraſe have taken upon them to think 
for the People, that no Reform of Parliament will ſatisfy them 
which does not neceffarily involve in it, the ſubverſion of all eeele- 
ſiaſtical eſtabliſhments Proteſtant and Popiſh, and the gradual ſepa- 
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ration of this kingdom from the Britiſh Crown ; and that no plan 


of reform will ſatisfy them ſhort of an Houſe of Commons purely 
Democratic. It was further alledged by the ſeveral perſons who ſo 
acknowledged their traitorous connection with France, that the 
immediate cauſe of their eſtabliſhing a reſident agent at Paris, was 
the rejection of a plan of reform which was propoſed in 1797 in 
the Houſe of Commons, which plan they ſaid would have ſatisfied 
the People. But the palpable falſchood of this aſſertion appears by 
the journals of the Houſe of Commons ; for theſe perſons have all 
confeſſed that their refident agent was diſpatched by them to Paris 
in April 1797, with inſtructions to negotiate a treaty with the 
Directory of France; and the propoſition for Parliamentary Re- 
form, to the rejection of which they pretend to aſcribe the miſſion 
of Lewins, was not made till the fifteenth of May 1797. As to 
Cathulic Emancipation (as it is called) it was admitted by them all 
to have been a mere pretenee from the firſt eſtabliſhment of the 
Iriſh Union, and that if they had been enabled to ſucceed in their 
plan of Reform and Revolution it would have involved in it equally 
the deſtruction of the Proteſtant and Popiſh religion- The faid 
M'Nevin having diſtinctly acknowledged that the intention was to 
aboliſh all church eſtabliſhment, and not to have any eſtabliſhed 
religion, and that, for his own part, he would as ſoon eſtabliſh the 
Mahometan as the Popiſh religion, though he was himſelf a Roman 
Catholic. 

With reſpe& to their diſinelination to negotiate for a French 
force to be ſent into this kingdom of ſufficient magnitude to con- 
quer it—the idea of ſetting bounds to the ambition and rapacity of 
that power, if once enabled to eſtabliſh itſelf here, is too abſurd to 


deſerve any notice; but it appears to your Committee, that the 


Directory of France have therefore declined to ſend any force to 
this country which will not enable them to dictate ſuch terms to it 
as they may think fit, although it appears to have been urged to 
them, on the part of the Iriſh Rebels, particularly by Lord Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald, .that the beſt expedient for accompliſhing a Re- 
volution here would be, to diſpatch faſt ſailing frigates to the coaſt 


with ſmall bodies of troaps and conſiderable ſupplies of arms and 
military ſtores, together with officers qualitied to diſcipline the Iriſh 


peaſantry ; but from a letter ſuppoſed to be written from Paris by 
Lewins, the Iriſh agent to the ſaid Lord Edward Fitzgerald, which 
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he read, ſhortly before his arreſt, to John Cormick, a Colonel in 
the Rebel army of Dublin, it appears that the Directory of France 
diſapproved of any ſuch plan of carrying their object the terms of 
the letter are: © "The truſtees have refuſed to advance the 50001. 
« on the ſecurity, they will not make any partial advance till they 
% have the while ſum ready.” 

Upon a review of this ſubject, of the evidence which has been 
collected, and of all thoſe facts of notoriety which have taken place 
in this kingdom for the laſt eight years, your Committee feel them- 
ſelves fully warranted to ſtate, that there has been, during the whole 
of that period, a ſeditious and treaſonable faction in this country, 
whoſe object has been to ſubvert the Conſtitution in Church and 
State, and to ſeparate Ireland from the Britiſh Crown, by inculcating 
the principles, and adopting the mcans which were ſucceſsfully em- 
ployed to aboliſh the Religion, extirpate the Nobility, and ſubvert 
the Monarchy of France. 

Your Committee here allude to the addreſſes which were for- 
warded at an early period, from this faction to the French National 
Aſſembly, to their commemorations of French Feſtivals, particu- 
larly the 14th of July, to their attempts made to pervert the loyal 
inſtitution of Volunteers to the purpoſes of Rebellion, by reviving 
it on the ſyſtem of the French National Guards; to the inſtitutierr of 
the original ſocieties of United Iriſhmen, their various ſeditious and 
treaſonable publications in favour of the French and Republican 
ſyſtem, vilyfying and degrading the Government and Parliament of 
their own country, parricularly by repreſenting the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as it is conſtituted, not to be a legitimate branch of the Legit- 
lature, that it was in its original formation a violation of the rights 
of the people, and has continued to be an uſurpation on them; to 
their perſevering induſtry in ifſuing and circulating theſe and all 
other publications at the cheapeſt rate amongſt the lower orders of 
the people, which could alienate their minds from the duty of alle- 
giance, and inculcate the principles of inſubordination, revolt and 
irreligion, and to their attempts, in imitation of the French Revolu- 
tioniſts, to form a National Convention. 

Your Committee further allude to the ſyſtem of organization 
which they have already detailed, which appears to them to have 
been formed by this faction when their open attempts to ſubvert the 
Conſtitution were fruſtrated by the Convention Act; and to the 
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ſeeret obligations which they impoſed upon their aſſociates, to clude 
detection and puniſhment, 

Your Committee farther allude to the meaſures which were pur- 
ſued by the ſame faction to intimidate the reſident gentlemen of the 
ountry, by midnight attacks, in order to drive them from their 
ouſes, or to enforce their connivance or ſupport, a courſe which 
Pour Committee underſtand was purſued with fatal ſacceſs in 

France ; and to the impudent falſehood and calumnies propagated 
ith ſimilar induſtry by the fame faction, and by their partizans, 
epreſenting the means to which the Government and Parliament 
were compelled to reſort, for te ſuppreſſion of midnight robbery 
| - murder, and for the diſcomſiture of rebellion, as the ſource of 
hcſe complicated cvils. 

þ 1 * Committee farther allude to the inſidious addreſs uſed by 
ne ſame faction, in turning to their purpoſes the religious feuds, 
"3 dees, and diſtinctions of the country, which were revived prin- 
4 ipally by their wicked machinations ; at one time flattering the 
piſſions and hopes of the higher order of the Catholics, at the mo- 
ment in which they meditated their deſtruction, and at another, 
fimulating the lower ranks to indiſcriminate acts of outrage and 
Vengeance againit their loyal fellow ſubjeQs. 

Tour Committee farthier allude to the plan formed by the ſame 
ala, of arraying and regimenting the whole maſs of the 
Pohle, of ſupplying them with arms and ammunition forced from 
the loyal, and of eſtabliſhing in every part of the country manu- 
* ne of pikes to be diſtributed amongſt the loweſt ranks of the 
people. 

SF Your Committee farther allude to the early diſpoſition which ap- 
Wpcared in the leaders of the ſame faction to correſpond with the 
Pruliog powers of France, to obtain French aſſiſtance in their revo- 
lutiomuy projets, and to the regular ſyſtem which they afterwards 
FF eſtabliſhed, for connecting themielves with the Executive Directory 
& of the French Republic, wherein they appear to have ated as the 
WT ruling power of the country, negotiating treaties and loans of money 
with foreign ſtates. : 

Your Committee farther allude to the repeated attempts which 
| have been made by the ſame faction to ſeduce the King's tro'ps of 
all deſeriptions from their allegiance, and their attempts to deter his 
Majeity's loval ſubjects from enrolling themſelves in the yeomanry 
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corps; to their plans of inſurrection, maſſacre and confiſcation, 
uhich have been clearly proved againſt ſome of their leaders, who 
have been convicted of treaſon by due courſe of law, and have been 
confeſſed by others of them before vour Committee; and above all, 
to the deſperate project of the ſame faction to corrupt the youth of 
the country, by introducing their organized ſyſtem of treaſon into the 
Univerſity ; which attempt was happily fruſtrated by the timely in- 
terpoſition of the viſitors of Trinity College, and by the high ſpirit 
of honour and loyalty of the great body of ſtudents in that learned 
ſeminary. 

Your Committee farther allude to the varions inſurreQions which 
were meditated, as well as thoſe which have actually taken 
place; to the late deſtructive Rebellion, and the preſent Invaſion 
by a French force, which your Committee feel themſelves war- 
ranted in ſtating accurately to correſpond with the plan of revolu- 
tionizing this country, which was recommended by Lord Edw ard 
Fitzgerald. 5 

It appears to your Committee, that the Government and Legil-M 0 
lature being ſenſible of the deſigns thus meditated againſt the Conſti. 
tution of this kingdom, felt themſelves bound to reſiſt every demand 
which was made upon them by the ſame faction, with a view to + 
effect their traitorous purpoſes ; and as it appears from the confeſſion ; 
of ſome of the moſt leading and notorious traitors engaged in this. 

_ conſpiracy, that what they termed Catholic Emancipation and Par- 
liamentary Reform, were conſidered as the ſureſt means of accom} 4 
pliſhing their rebellious projects, your Committee cannot but ap. 
plaud the wiſdom and diſeretion of Parliament in withholding thei 
aſſent to ſuch wild and fatal conceſſions. If any thing was wanting 1 
in proof of their wiſdom, it is ſupplied by a reſolution entered inti# 
by the rebel provincial Committees of Ulſter and Leinſter on th# 
Ig9th February 1798, the day on which a propoſition was made 9 
your Lordfhips of conecſſion and conciliation to the people, as 
probable meaſure to tranquilize the country. "This reſolution wa 
agreed to in the ſame words and on the fame day, 19th F ebruanf | 
1798, by two provincial committees, one aſſembled at Armagh 
the other at Dublin, it has been authenticated to Your Connie 
and appears to have becn officially reported to the Executive Direc 
tory of the rebellious Union, and is in the following words 
„ Refolved, that we will pay no attention whatever to any attemwp 
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« that may be made by either Houſe of Parliament to divert 


S: ce the public mind from the grand object we have in view, as 
wh & nothing ſhort of the complete emancipation of our country will 
1 & ſatisfy us. 
of On the whole, your Cominictee attribute the ſalvation of this 
1 kingdom to the vigorous and decilive meaſures of the Exccutive 
| Government, adopted in March 1797, and purſued from the ſame 
_ period; and to the firmnefs of Parliament, who, always diſpoſed to 
. promote the welfare and happineſs of the people, have evineed a de- 
termined reſolution never to yield to the artifices of traitors, what is 
ich intended only for the ſubverſion of the Conſtitution But your 
wa Committee think it their bounden duty to ſtate to your Lordſhips, 
on that although it appears to them that the ſyſtem of treaſon and re- 
bellion which had been eſtabliſhed, is for the preſent conſiderably 
10. ſhaken, yet that having fatally taken decp root in the country, it 
hf 1 will require unecaſing vigilance and attention, in every department 


X of the State, to guard againſt the revival of it. 

3 Your Committee have to lament deeply the facility with which 
the lower orders of the people may be ſ{ed'iced from their allegiance, 
and cannot but repreſent to your Lordihips their decided opinion, 
that no effort ſhould remain untriea, open their eycs to the evils 
7 which they have invariably ſuffered by yielding to ſeduction, and to 
4 the wicked artifices of that traitorous affociation, which has already 
involved them in extreme and complicated miſeries. 

Vour Committee have thought it their duty to annex by way of 
Appendix to this Report, the confeſſions of their treaſons made on 
oath, by ſome of the moſt notorious and leading traitors, who have 
been cnzaged in this conſpiracy; and who have tarown themſelves 
on His Majeſty's clemency. 

And your Committee beg leave alſo to refer your Lordſhips to the 
Report of the Committee of Secrecy of the Houſe of Commons, 
2F which will be found to contain moſt intereſting and important de- 
F tails upon this ſubject, all of which are fully illuſtrated and proved 
in the Appendix annexcd to their Report. 
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No. I. 
Examination of ahn Hughes. 


FRIDAY, 3d AuGusT, 1798. 
John Hughes of Belfaſt, fworn. 


Says about five years ago, in the Joon 1793, he was admitted a 
mem ber of the firſt ſociety of United Iriſhmen in Belfaſt ; the ſo- 
ciety conſiſted of about 70 of the leding people in buſineſs in Belfaſt, 
ſuch as Mr, M*Cabe, Mr. Boyd, Mr. Watt, and perſons of that 
deſcription. 'l here was four or five other ſocieties of the ſame kind 
then in Bclfaſt. - There was no cath on admiſſiou at that time; the 
members took a teſt only; he did not attend much to the ſuciety, 
and the ſyſtem of 1793 fell into diſuſe. 

About July, 1796, he became a member of a ſociety (which rege- 
nerated under the preſent ſyſtem of the United Iriſhmen, in Bel- 
faſt ; it was called the firſt ſociety of United Iriſhmen in Belfaſt; 
Robert Orr, then chandler in Belfaſt, adminiſtered the oath on his 
admiſlion ; the oath he took is exactly the ſame as that which is ſet 
out in the printed conſtitutions. That ſociety conſiſted of the fol- 
lowing perſons, namely, the ſaid Robert Orr, Thomas Richard- 
fon, —— Browne, and two or three other perſonswhoſe names he 
did not know, and to whom he was and 1s yet an utter ſtranger. 
He ſuppoſes he was brought by Orr to that ſociety, becauſc the 
other members of it were ſtrangers to him, for at that time it was 
neceſſary that ſix United Iriſhmen ſhould be preſent when a new 
member was worn. Soon after he formed a ſociety of United 


Iriſhmen himſelf in Bel faſt.— IT hat ſociety conſiſted of the follow- 
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ing perſons, namely, Mr. Robert Hunter, of Belfaſt, broker; John 
Tiſdal, of Belfaſt, notary public: James Maclean, of Beſfaſt, 
watch-maker ; Henry Hazelet, of Belfaſt, merchant ; Samuel Mac- 
lean, of Belfaſt, merchant ; Thomas M Donnel, of Belfaſt, gro- 
cer; James Luke, of Belfaſt, linen factor; Hugh Crawford, of 
Belfait, merchant ; William "Thomſon, of Eelfaſt, linen merchant; 
Adam M*Lean, of Belfaſt, woollen draper ; Walter Crawford, of 
Belfaſt, iron merchant ; Hugh Dunlap, of Belfaſt, builder ; and 
William Hogg, of Belfaſt, linen factor. | 

He was ſecretary to the ſociety and brought the prayer- book to 
ſwear in the 8 they took the book, and he allo furniſhed 
them with the conſtitution, and they took the oath at the table. — 
After the expiration of his office of ſecretary to the ſociety, which 
was about three months after he had formed it, he did not attend re- 
gularly, and was not an active member. In the month of Novem- 
ber, 1796, Bartholomew Teeling, then of Dundalk, linen mer- 
chant, met him in Belfaſt ; he had been well acquainted with 
Teeling before that time, and each knew the other to be an United 
Iriſhman. Teeling aſked him if he could ſpare a fortnight or 
three weeks to go to Dublin for the purpoſe of promoting and ex- 
tending the ſocieties of United Iriſhmen there; he did not under- 
ſtand that 'Tecling then held any office in the ſyſtem, but that he 
vas acting from zeal in the cauſe; he conſented to go to Dublin 
for the purpoſe ; he did not ſtipulate for being paid or reimburſed 
his expences.—He did not receive any letters of introduction from 
Teeling, but Teeling directed him verbally to call upon Edward 
John Lewins, of Beresford-ſtreet, Dublin, and to communicate 
with him upon the beſt means of extending the ſyſtem of United 
Iriſhmen in Dublin. It was part of the ſyſtem to avoid writing as 
much as poſſible, ard no perſon was employcd in the confidential 
buſinefs or miſſions of the ſociety, whoſe character was not a ſuf- 
ficient voucher for him. — He went to Dublin accordingly and cal- 
led upon Lewins. He told Lewins, that Mr. Teeling had directed 
kim to call upon hi m, in order to be informed of the ſituation and 
the progreſs of the ſocieties in Dublin, that he might (if he could 
be uſeful) aſſiſt in promoting and extending them. Lewins told him, 
that the ſocieties were gaining ground in Dublin and extending in 
the country, and Lewins (upon conſideration) was of opinion, that 
he could not be uſeful in Dublin, as his acquaintance was very li- 
mited there —He viſited Lewins generally once a day whilſt he re- 
mained in Dublin, and frequently dined with him. The company 
at his table were generally Clergymen, and ſome of them Fo- 
reigners; he thinks it likely they were Prieſts.— He ſtaid in Dublin 
about three weeks at that time.—Teeling came to Dublin whilſt he 
was there, and lodged in the fame houſe with him, the Belfaſt Ho- 
tel in Capel-ſtreet.—Teeling ſtaid about three days in Dublin at 
that time, and nothing particular paſſed between them there.—He 
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did not attend or ſit in any ſociety of United Iriſhmen' during the 
time he ſtaid in Dublin. 

He returned to Belfaſt in December 1796. He was ill with a 
rheumatiſm for ſome time after his return to Belfaſt, and wes not at 
the town meeting which was held in conſequence of the French 
being in Bantry Bay.— He did not attend the ſocieties, from motives 
of caution, but ſpoke to the young men who were concerned, in 
the day-time in the ſtreet, or when they called at his houſe to aſk 
his opinion. He continued ſuch cautious conduct till ſhortly be- 
fore the Lent Aſſizes 1797, when Mr. James M*Guckin the Attor- 
ney, requeſted him to go to Dublin in order to get a licence for 
Counſellor Curran to be concerned for the priſoners then in the 
ſeveral goals on the north Eaſt Circuit, charged as United Iriſh- 
men.— Its accordingly went to Dublin, and at the deſire of Mr. 
M*<Guckin waited upon Mr. Curran, to know whether he would 
attend as counſcl for the priſoners at the afſizes.— Mr. Curran ſaid 
he would, but would expect to receive one hundred guineas as a 
fee for each and every town he ſhuuld be deſired to go to. He told 
Mr. Curran he thould have the money, and he paid him fifty pounds 
as a retaining fee, and appointed him to attend at Monaghan aſſizes 
firit, and he would there be informed what other towns he ſhould 
be required to attend at.— His general directions from M*Guchen 
were to get Curran down, on as cheap terms as he could, but to get 
him down at all events. —He did not attend at Monaghan, or Ar- 
magh aſlizes, but he attended at the then enſuing aſſizes at Car- 
rickfergus.---Mr. Francis Jordon of Belfaſt, merchant, was trea- 
ſurer tor the county of Antrim, and collected the money.--- Has 
heard moit of the gentlemen in Belfaſt ſubſcribed, that Cunningham 
Gregg paid twenty guineas, Charles Rankin paid twenty guineas, 
William Sinclaire paid twenty guineas, Robert Thompſon paid 
ten guineas for himſelf, five guineas for his ſon, and five guineas for 
his daughter. Never heard that the Sub- ſheriff of Antrim received 
any money from the priſoners or their agent, but heard that Hugh 
M Key, Sub- ſheriff of the county of Down, was paid thirty gui- 
neas for returning a partial pannel, and that Alexander Lowry, of 
Linnen Hill, paid him the money, viz. ten guineas before the trials 
came on, and twenty guineas after the aſſizes were over.— Believes 
the ſubſcriptions for the county of Antrim then amounted to ſeven 
hundred pounds and upwards, and the ſubſcriptions for the county 
of Down amounted to nine hundred pounds and upwards. Alex- 
ander Lowry was the treaſurer for Down, he repaid him the money 
he had advanced, viz. the fifty pounds that ke had paid to Mr. Cur- 
ran as a retaining fee, and about two hundred pounds that he had 
paid for licences for Mr. Curran. He underitood then in every 
conveifation he had, that Down and Antrim were prepared to riſe 


and prevent any capital conviction being executed.---At the Lent 


aſſizes of Antrim or Down, Lowry and Teeling requeſted him to 


on 
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meet them in Dublin early in June e they did not acquaint 

him upon what buſineſs they deſired to ſee him in Dublin; he ſup- 

poſed it was to ſtate to people in Dublin, the ſituation of Belfaſt, 

or ſuch other part of the neighbourhood as he was acquainted with. 

He conſented to meet them in Dublin. —-A few days afterwards 

he received a note from Mr. John Magennis of Balealy, deſiring 

him to ſee him immediately at Balealy. He received this note on 
a Saturday. He went to Balealy on the next day and met Magenis. 

Magennis told him it would be neceſſary for him to go to Dublin, 
where he would meet Lowry and Tecling and other friends, but 
that he mult firſt take an obligation, Magennis then adminiſtered an 
oath to him that he would not mention the names of any of the 
perſons he fhould be introdnced to, or with whom he ſhould com- 
municate in Dublin. He took that oath, and on fame day ſet out 
from Balealy to Panbridge where he took a place in the mail coach 
for Dublin, Where he arrived the next morning; this was ſome 
days before the fifth of June, 1797. He met Lowry and Teeling 
in Dublin, they aſked him it he had ſeen Magennis. He told them 
he had. Lowry and Teeling then informed him that there was to 
be a national meeting in Dublin at that time, of delegates from the 
different provinces of Ireland under the organization of United 
Iriſhmen, in order to receive a general return of the {irength of the 
United Iriſhmen, and to determine whether an inſurrection would 
be then practicable, and Lowry and Tecling told him the reaſon 
they de fired him to meet them in Dublin was, to give his opinion 
of the ſtrength and readineſs of Down and Antrim to aid the in- 
furrection, ſo far as he was capable of judging. He ſaid his opinion 
was, that as the people were in a great mealure difarmed at that 
time, the majority of them would not riſe or join the inſurreion. 
_ Teclivg faid his pinion was otherwiſe; he ſaid Louth was anx- 
ious to riſe: Lowry ſaid Down was alſo anxious to rife Lowry 
and Tecling aiterwards told him that the national meeting had taken 
place at John Jackſon's in Church-ſtreet, Dublin, and that the de- 
legates had agreed to procecd to action. Tecling ſhewed him a 
map of Ireland at his (Teeling's) lodgings in Aungier- ſtrect, on 
which the plan of the inſurrection was deſcribed, and the points 
marked to which certain numbers of men were to be brought.--- 
He uncerltood that the map fo niarked, had been prepared by ſome 
Iriſh officers who had been in the Auſtrian ſervice, who expreſſed 
their opinion decidedly, chat the people were not in a {tate of pre- 
paration to make a ſucceſsful inſurrection, being dehcient in arms 
and ammunition.—-The delegates left Dublin in order to raiſe their 
reſpective countics, and to take the field They collected the Co- 
lonels in each county in order to give them directions for bringing 
out their regiments ; the Colonel: of the county of Antrim refuſed 
to come forward; the colonels of the county of Down agreed to 
bring their regiments forward ; the other counties in Uliter were 
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diſinclined to come forward, and therefore the intended inſurrection 
did not take place. — Lowry told him what had paſſed at the 
meeting of the Down Colone!s, and he underſtood the reſult of the 
applications to the Colonels of the other counties, from conver- 
ſations With many people in Pelfaſt at that time. Whilſt he 
was in Dublin in June, 1797, Teeling inviied him to breakfaſt 
one morning at his lodgings in Aungier-ſtreet, and told him he 
ſhould ſee ſome friends; he went there accortingly, and met at 
breakfaſt there, and after break faſt on the ſame day, at other lod- 
gings which IN bad in the Munſter Hotel, in Cope-ſtreet, the 


ohn Magenis, of Palealy, in the county of 


— 


were not in a ſufficient degree of forwardneſs or preparation 
for riſing. He met the above-mentioned perſons at ſeveral other 
times during his ſtay in Dublin in June, 1797; and their con- 
verſations were generally upon the ſtate of Ireland, and to the 
import before mentioned. He left Dublin and returned to 
*Z Belfaſt on or before the fourteenth day of June.-——He at- 
| 1 tended a meeting at Randalſtown, which was held within about 
four days of that time; the meeting conſiſted of Teeling, 
Lowry, Robert Moore, of Derry, Iron Monger, (as he believes 
his chriſtian name and trade to be) and Colonel James Plunket ; 
he attended ſaid meeting by the direction of Lowry and Teeling 
i to hear the report of the Colonels of the county of Antrim ; the 
3 report was brought to the meeting (by a perſon of the name of 
Dunn, as he believes) who was clerk to Partly, Black, and Co. 
of Larne, accompanied by the Rev. Arthur M*Mahon, of Hol- 
ly wood. —The report from the Colonels was read by Dunn. The 
3X tirſt reſolution was, as he beſt recollects, that it was imprudent to 
7 act at that time, without foreign aid, but that if the county of 
Down would aR, a part of the Antzim Colonels who could bring 
out nine or ten thouſand men, would act with Down—The meet- 
ing broke up in conſequence of the diviſion amongſt the Antrim 
Colonels. The Rev. Arthur M Mahon told the meeting, that he 
had been ſent by the Colonels of the county of Down, to (ate to 
the Colonels of the county of Antrim who had met at Park-gate 
1 chat day, that they (the Colonels a, Down) were willing to riſe, 
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and that he had delivercd ſuch the meſſage of the Down Colonels 


to the Antrim Colonels.---M*Mahon was then a member of the 


Ulſter Provincial Committee, and he told him that he had been 
one of the ſeven Colonels of the county of Down who had been 
ſclected and appointed leaders for ſaid county; and he alſo told 
him that he (M Mahon) was a member of the National Executive. 
--- Tetling left Randalſtown with him on Tueſday, they came to- 
_” to Shane's Caſtle, and ſlept there that night, and got to Bel- 
alt on Wedneſday.---Tecling ſlept at his houſe on ſaid Wedneſday, 
and on next day he and Teecling went to Ballynahinch, where they 
met M*Mahon and Lowry at Armſtrong's Inn.---There was to 
have been a meeting of the leaders of Down and Antrim on that 
day at Ballynahinch, but they did not come, and Tecling and 
Lowry left Ballynahinch determined to go to France, as it would 
not be ſafe for them to remain longer in this country.---He retur- 
ned home that night.---M*Mahon was informed on his road home 
(as he heard) that he would be taken ; and he, Robert Rollo Read, 
Haſtings Maſon, once an officer in the Downſhire Militia, and 
John Magenis, took boat at Bangor and got over to Scotland, and 
afterwards M*Mahon got to France where he ſtill is. 

From June to November, 1757, his private affairs became em- 
barraſſed, and he (topped payment in November, and a commiſſion 
of bankruptcy iſſucd againſt him ſome time afterwards.---He did 
not attend any civil or military meeting of United Iriſhmen from 
June, 1797, till March, 1798, when he ſurrendered himſelf under 
the commiſſion in Dublin. | 

He went to Dublin in March, 1798, and ſtaid two days; the 
time for his final examination was enlarged till the twenty-firſt of 
April; he went to Dublin on the twentieth of April, and remained 
there about nine days.---FHe called on Samuel Neilſon, walked 
with him to Mr. Cormick, a feather merchant, in Thomass-wſtrect. 
---He was introduced by Neilſon to Cormick in the ofthce.---Cor- 
mick aſked them to go up ſtairs; he and Neilſon went up ſtairs 
and found Lord Edward Fitzgerald and Mr. Lawleſs, the Surgeon 
playing at billiards.---He had bcen introduced to Lord Edward 
about a year before by Teeling; he was a ftranger to Lawleſs ; 
ſtaid about an hour; no. particular converſations ; was invited to 
dine there that day, and did fo; the company were Lord Edward, 
Lawleſs, Neilſon, Cormick, and his wife.---The converſation 
turned upon the ſtate of the country, and the violent meaſures of 
government in letting the army looſe. The company were all of 
opinion, that there was then no chance of the people reſiſting by 
force with any ſuccefs.— He was alſo introduced by Gordon, who 
had been in Newgate, and Robert Orr, of Beliaſt, Chandler, to 
Mr. Rattican, the timber merchant at the corner of Thomas-{treet 
---Rattican talked to him on the ſtate of the country and of the 
city of Dublin, aud told him that they would begin the inſurrection 
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in Dublin by liberating the priſoners in Kilmainham.---Rattican 
ſhewed him a plan of the intended attack upon Kilmainham.--- 
Whilſt he was in Dublin, in April, he dined with Neilſon at the 
Brazen Head.---Next day Neilſon called him up at fve o'clock, 
and they went to Sweetman's, near Judge Chamberlaine's to break- 
faſt; Sweetman was then in priſon, but Neilſon lived in his houſe, 
--- Neilſon took Sweetman's carriage to Mr. Grattan's, and brought 
him along with him. — When they got to Mr. Grattan's, Neilſon 
told him he had ſomething to ſay to Mr. Grattan in private, and 
deſired him to take a walk in the domain. Neilfon however 
introduced him to Mr. —_— firſt ; and Mr. Grattan ordered 
a ſervant to attend him to ſhew him the grounds. He returned 
in about half an hour. Went into Mr. Grattan's library. | 
Neilſon and Grattan were there together. — Gratian aſked a variety 
of queſtions touching the ſtate of the country in the North; how 
many families had been driven out and how many houfes burned by 
the government or the Orange Men Grattan ſaid he ſuppoſed 
he was an United Irithman ; he faid he was (rattan aſked him 
how many United Iriſhmen were in the province? he ſaid he reck- 
oned 126, ooo. Gratian aſked how many Orange Men there 
were? he ſaid about 12, oco. Grattan made no particular an— 
ver. Neilſon and he leſt Grattan's about twelve in the day; 
they walked to their carriage which was at Enniſkerry; he aſked 
2 Neilſon what had palled between Grattan and him Neilſon 
evaded the queſtion, but faid generally that he had gone down to 
- Grattan to atk him whether he would come forward, and that he 
had ſworn him. That Gratian promiſed to meet him in Dublin 
before the next Tueſday. He left Dublin that evening and re- 
turned to Belfaſt. He has known the reverend Stecle Dickſon 
of Portaferry for two years intimatcly.-——Saw him at the aſſizes 
of Antrim and Down at Lent allizes 1797.——BHe law him acting 
with Lowry, Turner and TFecling as one of the committce for 
conducting the priſoners deſence — Nicholas Magin called on 
him with a mellage from Doctor Dickſon that Dickſon was going 
to Ballynahinch to remain there till Fucſlay, and that he would 
be at Mr. Pottinger's till ſeven o'clock of that evening---- Dickſon 
og called upon him Friday the firſt of June at his houſe in Belfaſt, and 
told him that the coloncls of the United Iriin regiments in the 
county of Down had had a mecting in a field on the day before, as 
Mr. Magin had ſtated, that twenty-three of them had agreed to 
fight, and commence the rebellion provided the county of Antrim 
and the other counties of Ulſter, as he believes, would act with 
them; and as he (Dickſon) knew there was to have been a rmeet- 
ing of the colonels of the county of Antrim that day, (viz. the firſt 
of June) Dickſon wiſhed to know whether he had heard any thing 
from it. He ſaid he had not heard of the mceting---He knew 
there was to be ſuch a meeting; Hunter told him ſo, Dickſon ſaid 
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he would go out to Mr. Pottinger's that evening, and requeſted he 


. would ſend him intelligence of what ſhould be done in the Antrim 


meeting; that he would go from Mr. Pottinger's to Balle, where 
he was to preach on Sunday, from thence he would go to Eallyna- 
hinch and remain there till Wedneſday. 

On the Sunday, Mr. Keane, of Finlay's Bank, came from 
Dublin, and aſked bim were Dr. Dickſon was.---He told Keane 
he would find him at Ballynahinch---Keane went there on Monday, 
as he believes. 

On Friday the iſt of June, Dickſon told him tliat he was one of 
the adjuurant generals of the United Iriſhmen's forces in the county 
of Down, and that he (Dickſon) would go to Ballynahinch and 
remain there till W edneſtay, as it was a central place, from which 
he could iſſue his orders to his officers.--- Dickſon told him that the 
reaſon why he would remain at Ballynahinch till Wedneſday was, 
that the Antrim colonels had adjourned till the Tueſday, and that 
he could receive their determination in Ballynahinch on Wedneſ- 


day. 2g 

To February laſt, when the priſoners were trying at the Com- 
miſſion, priclt Quigley introduced him to citizen Baily, who was 
an officer in the Fatt- India Company's ſervice, and lived near Can- 
terbury, and alſo to the younger Binns from England; thinks his“ 
name 1s Benjamin. vF 

Binas told him he had diſtribut2d molt of the printed addreſſes, © 
entitled, United Britons to the United Iriſhmen,“ and gave him 
a copy of it, and directed him to print an additien of them—He 
printed one thouſand of them, and the one now produced to him | 
is a Copy of that wich Binns delivered to him---Mr. john Cald- 
well, of Bclfalt, paid him for printing the edition; as the copies 
were wrought off, he ſent them to Mr. Caldwell--Caldwell paid 
three guincas to him for the printing. a 


He heard a Mr. Bonham caine with Baily and Binns from Lon- 
don, and was the delegate from England to Ircland mentioned in 


the paper--- He never ſaw Mr. Bonham Either Binns or Baily 
told him that the addrels was written by a Mr. Coſgrave, of Lon- 


don---John Caldwell, of Belfaſt, managed a lottery ; Caldwell told 2 


him that he had been appointed treafurer tor the lottery; that it was 


to conſiſt of 1wo thouland tickets, at one guinea cach, the higheſt 8 
prize zocl. tlic profits to be applied towards the general ſyſtem RF 


of United Iriſhmen.---The brit immediate want of money was to 
ſend up an ſupport witnetles on the trials in Dublin. 3 
O. Yuu have ſaid that you were introduced to Mr. Grattan by | 
Samuel Neilſon at his Nang at Pinnchinch, in April lait---Reeol- 
Ie& yourſelf, and ſay whcther you can ſpeak with certainty as to 
thai fact? th. 
4. I certainly can---About the 28th of April laſt, I went te 
Mr. Grattan's at Tiunchinch with Samuel Neilſon; on going into 
the houſe we were ſhewed into the library.---Neilſon introduced 
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me to Mr. Grattan, and I ſoon after walked out, and left them 
alone for full half an hour---I ſaw a printed conſtitution of the 
United Iriſhmen in the room. 
Can you ſay whether Mr. Grattan knew it to be the con- 
ſtitution of United Iriſhmen ? | 
A. I can for he aſked me ſome queſtions about it.---He aſked 
me alſo a variety of queſtions about the ſtate of the North---When 
we were going away, I heard Mr. Grattan tell Neilſon that he 
would be in town on or before the "Tueſday following; and I un- 
derſtood from Neilſon that Mr. Grattan had viſited him in priſon ; 
and on our return to town, Neilſon told me he had ſworn Mr. 
Grattan. 


Neilſon and I breakfaſted that morning at the country houſe of 
Sweetman, who was then in priſon, and went from thence to Mr. 


Grattan's in Sweetman's carriage. 


No. II. 


The Addreſs of the United Britons to the United Iriſhmen, proved and 
alluded to in the Evidence of Fohn Hughes. 


United Britons to the United Iriſhmen. 


FRLLOW-MZ NI! 

Anxious to diſſipate thoſe prejudices which a miſtaken and in- 
tereſted policy has artfully diffuſed, to prevent an ux io of ſenti- 
ment and mutuality of opinion from being held by the people of 
England and Ireland ; we, in the name of the former, (with whoſe 
ſemiments we are acquainted, and whoſe confidence we poſſeſs) 
declare, that we will by every poſſible means promote the EMAN- 
CIPATION OF BOTH COUNTRIES. To forward this great object, 
we offer you our confidence, and in return demand yours. 

Though labouring under the yoke of the ſame opprellors, the 
Siſter Countries have been differently treated. Ireland has always 
been the object of direct and open violence, England of fraud; 
Ireland has been robbed, England has been cheated. One uniform 
prone DI VISION, has been carried on in both. Sacrihced as Ire- 

and has: been to the ambition of England, the idea of her being 

treated as a FREE Country was too groſs to be obtruded upon the 
meanelt underſtanding, but England, whoſe avarice was flattered 
by the deſpicable lure of excluſive trade, greedily ſwallowed the 
bait. She was taught to believe that Riches flowed upon her, 
while Poverty was ſecretly inſinuating itſelf into her very vitals. 
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Amidſt mock contentions for L1BERTY and real ones for plun- 


der, She vainly imagined herſelf EEKEE, and was thereby induced 


10 pay the intereſt of a Debt, of greater amount than the value of 
the whole Landed property of the Country, without reffecting that 
Pankruptcy however late mult be the conſequence of an over— 
ſtretched credit---THAT BANKRUPTCY HAS ARRIVED. | 

The Religious difſentions between Catholic and Proteſtant in Tre- 
and (whoſe opinions admit of a real diſtinction,) and the party 
ſquabbles between hig and Tory in England (whoſe political ones 
admit of none) were afliduvully tomented ; the People were divided 
about the ſhado till they loſt the ſub/ance. The plan of ojpretſion 
was ſyſtematically directed throughout both countrics to the fame 
object, though in apparent oppoſition. In Ireland Revenue was 
only raifed to be laviſhed in unmerited penſions, without the inſult 
of pretended National advantage; in England the veil of fraud was 
neceſſary to cheat the people of large ſums under the plauſible pre— 
text of public neceſſity. The undiſguiſed oppreſſions of Ircland, 
by rendering ſubſiſtence precarious to the Poor, have made her a 
conſtant hot bed for the ſattellites of Tyranny ; but in England oc- 
caſional crops could only be raifed when the flame of war unuſually 
forced the foil. This marked diſtinction in the treatment of the 
Countries, has produced as marked a difference in the characters of 
the two Nations; Ireland has acquired that of manly opennets, 
England that of mean diſguiſe. 

England though abuſed with forms has never been without ſincere 
friends to ſubſtantial LiBeRTY. Among them a number of dark 
and deſigning characters have always intruded: and their conduct 
has furniſhed ſuch a tiſſue of apoſtacy, that general apathy had 
nearly ſucceded general diſtruſt. | 

Various political Socictics have been inſtituted for the purpoſe of 
REeroRm, but of theſe, few could boaſt purity of Principles, or in- 
tegrity of Leaders. Formerly Richmond headed the votaries of Uni- 
verſal Suffrage, Fox thoſe of Repreſentation by Houfcholders, and 
Fiit thoſe who wiſhed to disfranchiſe the Corrupt Boroughs, to 
throw their proportion of Repreſentation into the Counties; but 
theſe have vaniſhed. The Society of the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, 
and that for COxSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION, have dilcontinu- 
ed their exertions. The LONDON CoRRESrONDING, and other 
Societies in UNION With it, have ariſen upon their ruins, and as 
univerfſal good is their baſis, we doubt not, but, ſupported by 
Numbers and Principles, they will not be wanting in the hour of 
danger. | 


'The IRIsH, always an heroic People, had, during the American 


War, become an armed Nation. They took up Arms for Defence, 
and undertook the cauſe of RErorM for Sccurity. ENGLAND, 
likewiſe, engaged in the cauſe of REFORM, but her efforts were 
weak, as ſhe had not endured ſufficient to convince her of the nc 
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ceſſity of Ux10Nn. The efforts of a number of eminent Perſons in 
both Countries in the cauſe of FREEDOM, were inſufficient, becauſe 
Prejudice yet prevailed, and Men were not awakened to their juſt 
Rights and true Interelts. | 

The Apoſtacy of ſeveral Leaders in the Public cauſe, added to 
the famous 93 ſmothered for a long time the flame of L1- 
BEKTY ; till the FRENCH REVOLUTION again fanned its dying 
embers into a glow, which, we hope and truſt, will never be ex- 
tinguithed. 

The conduct of the two Countries, on this important event diſ- 
played a W contraſt. IRELAND, who by her arms, had extor- 
ted from the Engliſh Government ſome fragments of her Rights, 
ſeemed ready in the ſame manner to demand the reſt. ENGLAND, 
alſo, formed Societies, whoſe object was EMANCIPATION, but 
who hoped it might be obtained by Re]; Alas! they over-rated 
its force | 

The difarming Bills in IRELAND, the Treaſon and Sedition Bilis 
rm ENGLAND, and their conſequences in both Countries, need 
hardly be mentioned. On the People they have brought Chains, 
on the Government irreconcileable Hatred. One good eſtect has, 
however, reſulted from mutual Sufferings, and mutual Commiſe- 
ration; the prejudice of Nations is done away, and the ENGLISH 
burn with defire to hail the IRISH, as Free-men, and as Brethren. 

Our numbers are immenſe, our influence ſtill more conliderable, 
and our ſentiments accord with yours. We are unthinned by the 
Tyranny of the Law or of the Sword ; 'tis true, we have had our 
Fears and our Jcalouſies, Sies and [nformers have been introduced 
amongl(t us, but all theſe have ſerved only to point out more clearly 
the Mcn who are worthy of truſt, and in theſe, whether Rich or 
Poor, we have the higheſt conlidence. 

Our DELEGATE 1s entruſted to Jay before you our whole pro- 
ceedings; we, therefore decline entering into particulars in the 
preſent Addreſs. We have repoled coniidence in you, and thall 
expect ſuch a return as you may think our Integrity and Talentsde- 
ſerve. We doubt not but you wilt, with us, ſce the propriety of 
eſtabliſhing unlimited confidence, or declining our interference as 
fruitleſs, Should you think our ſituation, our influence, and our 
opportunities calculated to ſerve the Common Cauſe, rely upon our 
Diligence, our Zeal, and our Fidelity, 

With beſt wiſhes, for the amelioration of the condition of Man, 
and hopes that your Exertions and Virtues, aided by an UNI TED 
PEOPLE, WILL SPEEDILY EMANCIPATE YOUR COUNTRY ; 
we remain in the bonds of BROTHERHOOD and UNION. 


Your's Fraternall ; ! 


Friday, Januar) 5th, 1798. 


Seal.) 
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No. III. 


Fxamination of Doctor William James M. Nein. 


Tuxspay, 7th Aucusr, 1798, 
Doctor William Fames M. Nevin, fworn. 


Q. WHEN did you become an United Iriſhman ? | 

A. About September or October 1796, I became a member of 
the Cloſe Society of United Iriſhmen. It conſiſted of ſocieties 
at firſt compoſed of 36 Members, afterwards theſe ſocieties were 
reduced to 12 members, each ſociety of 12 choſe a ſecretary, and 
NE treaſurer. 

Q. What was the next higher ſociety ? 

A. The ſecretaries of five ſocieties formed a Lower Baronial 


Committee, out of each of the Lower Baronial Committces, one 


perſon was choſen to be a member of the Upper Baronial, each of 
of the Upper Baronials conſiſted of ten members thus choſen. The 
next Superior Committees were, in populous towns, Diſtrict Com- 
mittees, and in counties, County Committees, theſe were com- 
poſed of one member elected from each Baronial. The next Su- 
perior Committees were the provincial Committees, compoſed of 
two members, ſometimes three, elected from each County Com- 
mittee. 

Q. How was the Executive choſen ? 

A. The Provincial Committees elected five perſons by ballot : 
the ſecretary examined the ballots, and reported to the perſons 
elected their appointment, but made no report of the election to 
the Provincials, who were thus kept in ignorance of the perſons 
who compoſed the Executive, "The Executive had the command 


of the whole body thus organized. 


Q. How were the orders of the Executive communicated ? 

A. One member of the Executive communicated with one 
member of the Provincial Committee, he with the ſecretary of the 
County Committee, he in like manner, with the ſecretaries of the 


' Baronials, and theſe ſecretaries with thoſe of the ſubordinate 


ſocieties. | 
Q. Was there any omiſſion made in the laſt teſt? 
A. In the laſt teſt the words were,“ A full repreſentation of all 


“the people,” omitting the words © in the Commons Houſe of 
© Parliament,” 


1 


APPENDIX, No. III. 33 
Q. Why was the omiſſion made? 


A. To reconcile reformers and republicans; and becauſe they 
had given up all idea of Retorm, and were determined on Repub- 
licaniſm. 

Q. What was the organization originally? | 

A. At firſt it was purely a civil organization, but I believe it was 
military in Ulſter about the latter end of 17g6. | 

Q. What was the nature of the Military Organization ? 

A "The ſecretary of the ſociety of twelve was the pctty officer, 
that is, ſerjeant or corporal. The delegate of five ſocieties to a 
Lower Baromal was uſually the captain, and thus had ſixty men 
under his command, and the delegate of ten Lower Baronials, to 
the Upper or Diſtrict Committee, was uſually the colonel, Thus 
a battalion was compeſed of fix hundred men. 

Q. In what manner were the higher officers or ſtaff appointed? 

A. The colonels of each county ſent in the names of three per- 
ſons to the Executive, one of whom was appointed, by the Exe- 
cutive, adjutant general of the county. His duty was to receive 
and communicate all military orders from the Executive. 


Q. Was any attempt made to procure Irith officers Who had 
ſerved in foreign armies ? 


A. Such a plan was formed, but not procceded on. 


* Q. Did they endeavour to prevail on French officers in Eng- 
lan! or Ireland to join them? 
$ A. They did not. 


Q. Were any attempts made to feduce the army or militia ? 
A. There were many. 


Q. How were the finances of the ſociety recruited ; 
A. Every member of the ſociety paid a monthly ſubſcription: 


This fund was applied to the ſupport of priſoners in gaol, to de- 
tend them on their trials, and to extend the Union. 

Q. How were arms and ammunition to be procured ? 

A. The general direction was for each perſon to arm himſelf, 
ſuch as could afford it, with fire arms and ammunition, others 
with pikes. 

Q. What was the object of the ſyſtem? 

A. Jo effect a revolution and eſtabliſh a republic. 

Q. How were emiffaries appointed to extend the ſyſtem ? 

A. "They were ſelected by ſome confidential perſon in the dif- 
ferent diſtricts. 


Q. How were the expences of the emiſſaries borne ? 
A. Out of the general fund. G 


Q. Were the Reports of the Secret Committee of the two 
Houtes of Parliament laſt year accurate? 


A. I believe they were accurate, fave that they underſtated the 
number of men and arms. 
E 
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Q. Do you know of any depots of arms or ammunition ? 
A. I do not; each man concealed his own arms, and I believe 


there were many engaged in the ſyitem who were not armed. 


Q. For what purpoſe were arms provided? 

A. For the purpoſe of inſurrection, and I think even after diſ- 
arming the North, the people were much inclined to riſe, but were 
IT by a repreſentation from the Iriſh National Executive 

irectory, that it would be abſurd to rife, when their enemies 
were prepared, and that they might ſoon expect foreign afſiſtance. 
I believe they retained more arms than were taken from them. 

When did the Military Organization beyin in Leinſter ? 

A. In the beginning or middle of 1797. 

Q. Was this organization made with the knowledge and ap- 
probation of the Iriſh National Executive Directory tor the pur- 
poſe of Rebellion and Revolution? 

A. It was. 

Q. When was the ſyſtem introduced into Muniter ? 

A. About twelve or eighteen months ſince, but it did not extend 
rapidly, it went on quietly. 

Was there any connection between the Union and the 
Scotch and Engliſh Societies. | 

A. There might have been ſome flight connection between the 
North and thoſe ſocieties, but there was no cloſe connection be— 
tween them and the Executive Directory of the Union. A perſon 
came from the Correſponding Socicty in London to Dublin with an 
addreſs which I ſaw, but I did not ſee the perſon who brought it. 

Q. How was the Military Committee > 6 wer and when? 

A. It was appointed by the Executive Directory of the Union 
about February 1748. 

Q. What was the Duty of this Committee ? 

A. To conſider and digeſt ſuch plans, and direct the national 
military force in ſuch manner as might be necellary in caſe of in- 
ſurrection; and in caſe of invaſion to co-operate with the French. 

Q. Was any plan of inſurrection formed, and when? 

A. In April or May 1797, a plan of inſurrection tor the North 
was formed, and heads drawn up in writing, but it was ſoon given 
up, and the writing deſtroyed. | | 

Q. Were any directions given by the Executive Directory of 
the Union to the members of it to abitain from the conſumption of 
ſpirits and other excileablu goods: 

A. There were, and it was recommended to ſtop the currency 
ot Bank Notes, and not to purchaſe Quit Rents. A hand-bill to 
this purpoſe was circulated by order of the Executive Directory 
of the Union, itating that it was an anticipation of the public re- 
ſources, which at the revolution would not be allowed to ſtand 
good, | 
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Q. Have there been any comunications between the Revolution. 
ary Executive Directory of Ireland, and the Executive Directory 
of the French Republic ? 

A. There have:—Previous to 1796 ſome perſons had gone 
from hence to France on account of their political opinions, 
Early in 1796 a letter came froin one of them ſtating that the ſitu— 
ation of this country had been repreſented to the Directory of the 
French Republic who had promiſed to invade Ireland, for the pur- 
pole of ſeparating it from Great Britain. This letter was taken 
into ſerious conſideration by the Iriſh Executive carly in 1796, and 
an anſwer was ſent in April that year accepting the propoſal on 
condition that they ſhould come as allies, to act under the direc- 
tions of the projected revolutionary government, as Rochambeau 
did in America, that they ſhould be paid the expences of the expe- 
dition, and their troops receive Iriſh pay whilit they acted here. 
This anſwer was ſent to Paris by a ſp-cial meſſenger, and the 
4 _ Directory promiſed that the ſuccours thus demanded ſhould 

e lent, | | 

About October or November 1796, a meſſenger came from 
France to the Trith Directory with intelligence that the promiſed 
ſuccours might be ſpeedily expected, and deſiring to know the ſtate 
of preparation of this country. The force to be ſent by France 
was ſtated to be 15,000 men, and a great quantity of arms and am- 
munition, and I think if they had landed when they came to Ban- 
try an inſurrection would have taken place in the North of Ireland. 

Afier the French expedition at Bantry had failed, there was no 
communication with x Executive Directory of the Iriſh Union 
till April 1797. Then an accredited reſidont miniſter or agent 
was ſent by the Iriſh Directory to the Directory of France by 
way of Hamburgh. „ 

Q. Have you heard that the Iriſh miniſter had a conference with 
General Hoche at Franckfort, and that the French miniiter at 
Hamburgh had given him a letter of introduction to General 
Hoche ? 

A. I may have heard ſo. 

Q. How was the Iriſh miniſter received at Paris ? 

A. He was well received by the Directory at Paris, and conti- 
nued the reſident accredited minilter of the National Executive 
Directory of Ireland, till February laſt. Since that time I can- 
not ſpeak from my knowledge, having been arreſted in March, 
under a warrant of the Secretary of State, and continued in con- 
finement ſince. 

Q Did any confidential meeting take place ſoon after April 
1797, between a perſon who went from hence, and a perſon in 
London, with reſpect to the diſpoſitions of the French govern- 
ment? | 

E 2 
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A. I believe there did. 


Q. Whea was the next communication with France? 

A. The next communication of conſequence was in June 1797, 
when an accredited perſon went from hence to communicate with 
the French Directory by their deſite. He went by Hamburgh, 
where he ſaw the French miniſter, who mide ſome difficulty 
about giving him a pailoort, and demanded a Memoir containing 
his inliruftions, wich was accordingly written by the accredited 
perſon, and given to the French miniiter under the impreſſion that 
the paſſport would not be granted. | 

The M-moir was written in Engliſh, and contained the objects 
of his mi ſion according to the inftructions which he had received 
from the Executive Directory of the Irith Union. 

It begun by ſtating that the appearance of the French in Bantry 
Bay had encouraged the leaſt contident of the Iriſh in the hope of 
throwing off the yoke of England, with the afſtiitance of France. 
That the event of that expedition, had proved the facility of in- 
vading Ireland. That in the event of a ſecond expedition, if the 
object was to take Cork, Oyſter Haven would be the belt place of 
debarkation. That the perſona who had been before accredited, 
was inſtruftcd to point ont Oyſter Haven as the belt place of de- 
barkation ; and it {tated the precautions which had been taken 
for defence, by throwing up works at Bantry, Fermoy, aud Mal- 
low. It ſurther ſtated that the ſyltem of United Irithmen, had 
made a rapid progreſs in the county of Cork, and that Bandon was 
become a ſecond Belfait. That the ſyſtem had made great pro- 
greſs in other counties, and that the peogle were now well inclined 
to aſſiſt the French. That 150,000 United Iriſhmen were orga- 
nized and enrolled in Uliter, a great part of them regimented, and 
one third ready to march out of the province. It detailed the 
number of the ting's forces in Uliter and their ſtations. Recom- 
mended Loughſwilſy as a place of debarkation in the North, and 
ſtated that the people in the Peninſula of Donegal would join the 
French. It ſtated alſo the iſtrengih of the garriſon of London- 
derry, and that one regiment, which made a part of it, was ſup— 
poled to be difatfected to the King of Great Britain. It men- 
tioned Killybegs alſo, as a good plage of debaikation, and ſtated 
that the counties of Tyrone, Fermagh, and Monaghan were 
amongſt the beit affected to the cauſe, In caſe of a landing at 
Killybegs, it recommended a diverſion at Sligo, and ſtated that a 
force of 19,000 United Iriihacn might be collected to fall upon 
Enniikillen, which commaned the paſs of Lough-Erne. That 
it was eaſy to enter the bay of Gol way, but very difficult to get out 
of it. That the counties of Louth, Armagh, Weſtmeath, Kil— 
dare, King's County, and City of Dublin, were the belt orga- 
nized. That the Catholic pricits had ceaſed to be alarmed at the 
calumnies which had been propagated of French irreligion, and 
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were well affected to the cauſe. That ſome of them had ren- 
dered great ſervice in propagating with diſcreet zeal the ſyſtem of 
the Iriſh Union. It declared that the people of Ireland had a 
lively ſenſe of gratitude to France for the part which the took, 
and alſo to Spain for the intereſt which ſhe felt in the affairs of 
Ireland. It engaged on the part of the Iriſh National Executive 
Directory to reimburſe the expences of France in the expedition 
which had failed, and of any other which might be undertaken. 
The number of troops demanded was a force not exceeding 
10,000 nor leſs than 50,000 men. It ſtated that a brigade of 
Engliſh artillery had been already ſent over, and that a large body 
of troops wou!d probably be ſent from Great Britain it Ireland 
was attacked. A conſiderable quantity of artillery and ammu- 
nition with a large ſtaff and body of engineers, and as many Iriſh 
officers us pollible, whoſe fidelity they were aſſured of, were de- 
manded as neceſlary to accompany the expedition. A recom- 
mendation was given to ſeparate the Iriſh ſeamen who were pri- 
ſoners of war from the Britiſh, ſuppoſing the former would be 
ready to join in an expedition to liberate their country, It fur- 
ther recommended a proclamation to be publiſhed by the French 
general on his arrival here, that the French came as allies io de- 
liver the country, not to conquer it. It alſo recommended to the 
Directory of the French Republic to make the independence of 
Ircland an indiſpenſable condition of the treaty of peace then de- 


pending at Liſlc, and ſtated that a proceeding ſo authentic, could 


not be diſgu:ſed or miſrepreſænted, and would very much encou- 
rage the people of Ireland to perſiſt in their exertions to atchieve 
a revolution. It contained allo an allurance that the Iriſh militia 
would join the French if they landed in coniiderable force. 

Immediately after this Memoir was given in to the French mi— 
nifter a paiſport was granted to the writer of it to go to Paris, 
where he had ſeveral conferences with perſons of autnority, ſome 
of them members of the Directory. I he object of theſe confer- 
ences was to obtain the ſame atlurances of fuccyurs from them 
tliat their agents had before given to the Executive Directory of 
the Iriſh Union. . 

The negotiation for peace was then going on at Lille. He was 
told by perſons in authority that they did not think the Engliſh 
cabinet ſincere, but that it France could get che terms ſhe had a 
right to expect, the Directory would make peace. 

A ſecond memoir was preſented at Paris by the ſame perſon 
ſoon after his arrival there, its object was to impreſs on the Di- 
rectory the neceſſiy of expediting the armament for Ireland, and 
of inliiting on the independence of Ireland as an indiſpenſible con- 


dition of any treaty of peace, by every argument which the writer 
could uſe, | 
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After the breaking off the negociation, and Lord Malmſbury's 
return to England, à lurances were given to the Iriſh Executive 
Directory, that the French Government would ſend a new expe- 
dition to Ireland, and that they never would abandon her, till the 
was ſeparated from Great Britain, and theſe aſſurances have been 
ſince renewed, 

Q. Was any information ſent to the Iriſh Executive Di- 
rectory of the Dutch armament in the Texel? 

A. | here was in July or Auguſt, and that it was deſtined ſor 
Ireland. ; | | 

Q: Were there any accounts received from France ſince thoſe 
you have mentioned ? 

A. There were ſeveral accounts between October 1797, and 
February 1798. The two firit contained general renewals of 
their former aſſurances, the laſt a promiſe of the arrival of the 
expecred armament here in April. 7 

Q. Was any diſpatch ſent from Ireland to France during the 
laſt Winter ? | | 

A. There was a diſpatch made up ſometime in the laſt winter 
by the Iriſh Executive, and given to one member of it, who un- 
dertook to have it conveyed to France. The rome import of 
this diſpatch was to preſs for the promiſed fuccours ; but the 
attempt to convey it to France failed. 

Q. Were you a member of the Exccutive Revolutionary Di- 
rectory of United Iriſhman ? 

A. I was. 

Q. Do you ſpeak with certainty of the miffion to France in 
June 1797, and of what paſſed at Paris in confequence of it, and 
of the two memoirs ? ; 


A. I do. 
Q. Have you read thoſe memoirs ? 
A. TI have. 


Q. Do you know they were both delivered to the Executive 
Duectory of the French Republic ? 

A. I do. 

Q. How were the expences of the accredited Iriſh miniſter at 
Paris detraycd ? | 

A. He took a conſiderable ſum of money with him, either his 
ewn, or raiſed by a particular ſubſcription; and it was intended ta 
remit ſupplics to him when that was expended. 

Have you ſcen a reſolution of the Leinſter provincial Com- 
mittce of the 19th of February 1798, the day on which Lord 
Moira made a motion in the Houſe: of Lords, That they would 
& not be diverted from their purpoſe, by any thing which could be 
4% done in Parliament, as nothing ſhort of the total emancipation. 
« of their country would ſatisfy them?“ 


A. I have. 


ou 
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Q. Was it officially communicated by the Leinſter Provincial 
Committee, to the Executive Directory of the Union? 

A. It was. : 

Q. Do you know that the ſame reſolution was agreed to on the 
fame day by the Ulſter Provincial Committee? 

A. I do not know that it was, but I have heard and do be- 
lieve it. 

Q. Did you know that a Provincial meeting was to be held on 
Monday the 12th of March: 

A. I did. 

Q. What was the reform originally required by United Iriſh- 
men? 

A. A democratic Houſe of Commons, they thought one ariſ- 
tocratic body in the State ſufficient. 

Q. Was any eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment intended by the revolu- 
tionary government When it ſhould be eſtabliſhed. 

A. No. I conceive that a revolution would of courſe involve 
the demolition of the church eſtabliſhment, and of courſe a relief of 
the poor from tithes. 

Q. Was it intended to have a Popiſh or Roman Catholic eſta- 
bliihment ? 

A. "The intention was to aboliſh the church eſtabliſhment, and 
not to have any eſtabliſhed religion, but that all perſons ſhould ex- 
ercife their reſpective religion, and pay their own clergy : for — 5 
own part, I would as ſoon eſtablith the Mahometan as the Popiſh 
religion, though I am mylelf a Roman Catholic. 

Q. Do you know of any loan negotiated with France or Spain ? 

A. Yes; the agent of the National Executive Directory who 
was ſent over in April 1797, was inſtructed to negotiate a loan of 
half a million, or 300, o00l. if it could be got from France or 
Spain. 

0 Have you any doubt of the ſincerity of France? 

A. I have not; 1 believe inability alone has prevented France 
from invading Ircland. 

Q. Do you think the maſs of the people in the provinces of 
Leinſter, Munſter, and Connaught, care the value of this pen, or 
the drop of ink which it contains, for Parliamentary Retorm or 
Catholic Emancipation ? 

A. I am ſure they do not ; but they wiſh much to be relieved 
from the payment of tithes, | 

. How do you account for the cruelties lately exerciſed by the 
Rebeis on Proteſtants ? 

A. It the National Executive Directory could have prevented it, 
I believe they would; but the lower order of Catholic conſider 
Proteſtant and Engliſhman, that is, E.nglith ſ-ttler, as ſynonimous, 
_ as their natural enemy---the ſame Irith word (Saſſena) ſigni- 

es both. | 
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Examination of Arthur O*Connor; Eſq. 


THuRsDay, qth AucusrT, 1798. 
Arthur O- Connor, Ffq. ſworn. 


Q. When did you become an United Iriſhman ? 

A. About November, 1796. 

Q. When did the military organization begin? 

A. About the middle of 1790. 

Q. Were you a member of the Executive Directory of United 
Irizſhmen ? 

A. I was, and continued ſo from November, 1796, till Janu- 
ary, 1798. | 

Q. When did the communications with France commence ? 

A. Before I was an United Iriſhman ; I believe in the middle 


of 1796, about the ſame ume the military organization com- 


menced. 


0 Q. 88 was it agreed to accept the offer of aſſiſtance from 
rance 


A. I underſtood it was accepted at a mecting of the Executive 
Directory of the Iriſh Union, in Summer 1796. I was apprized 
of the offer and acceptance by my brother members of the Execu- 
tive Directory after | became a member of it, and before the ar- 
rival of the f rench in Bantry Bay. 

Q. Was it the determination of the United Iriſhmen in the 
North to riſe if the French had landed? 

A. The Executive DireQtory of the Union thought they would 
riſe if a landing of the French had taken place. 

Q. When was the firſt communication trom France, after the 
expedition to Bantry Bay? 

A. The firſt which of my own knowledge I can ſpeak, was in 
Auguſt 1597. It ſtated that a fleet lay in the Texel with fifteen 
thouſand men on board, and that the armament was deſtined for 
Ireland. I was arreſted in this city under a ſecretary's warrant, 
and in confinement for ſome months before that time. 

Q. Was it mentioned to the Iriſh Executive where the deſcent 
was intended to be made: 

A. It was not in the diſpatch which I ſaw. 


Q. Was there any intelligence brought of the intended invaſion 
at Bantry ? 


A. There was, by a meſſenger who arrived here about Novem- 
ber 1796. 

Q. Was there a reſident agent appointed to go to Paris in Spring 
1797 * 
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A. There was, whilſt I was in priſon, and a ſecond perſon was 
ſent in June following. 

Q. Did you fee this perſon on his return to Ireland from 
France? 

A. I did about November 1797. He reported to the Executive 
Directory, that no armament was then ready, but that one would 
ſhortly be ready. 

Q. Did you underſtand that when a French fleet was ready, the 
expedition would take place? 

A. I did. 

Q. Have you heard that there were ſame converſations on this 
ſubject, between perſons of this country and General Valence, 
prior to October 1796 ? 

A. I have heard there were; they did not, however, lead to any 
thing deciſive. 

Q: Was there any connexion with the Fngliſhor Scotch ſocieties ? 

A. Any connexion with them was mercly between individuals. 
The Iriſh Executive Directory wiſhed to keep clear of them. 

« Q. 250 you know of any loan being negotiated with France or 
ain! 

ji Inſtructions were given to the agent of tie Iriſh Executive 

Directory, to negotiate a loan of halt a million, in France or 

Spain, on the ſecurity of the Revolutionary Goverument when it 

mould be eſtabliſhed. 

Q. Was your ſituation in the Executive Directory of the Iriſh 


© Union filled up, When you left Ireland in January laſt ? 


A. It was. 


» — — 


No. V. 
Examinatian of Samuel Neilſon. 


— — 


THuRsDAY, 9th AugGusrT, 1798. 
Samuel Neilſon, fworn. 
Q. When did you become a member of the ſociety of United 


Iriſhmen ? | 

A. In October 1791 I became a member of the original ſociety. 

Q. When did the preſent organization commence f | 

A. In Spring 1792 the affiliated ſyſtem of organization com- 
menced, and has gradually increaſed ſince that time. 

Q. When was the organization completed in Ulſter? 

A. On the tenth of May 1795. h 

Q. When did the affiliation begin between Ulſter and the reſt of 
the kingdom ? 


1 
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A. From the time that the ſyſtem commenced, emiſſaries were 
ſent to every part of the kingdom for the purpoſe of extending it. 

Q. What was the object then? 

A. I think to alarm Government into a compliance with their 

objects. | 
Q. When did the military organization begin at Ulſter ? 

A. In Autumn 1796. | 

Q. What was the object of the military organization ? 

A. The object was to carry their meaſures by force. 

Q. Do you know any thing of the correſpondence carried on 
with France ? 

A. Previous to my being arreſted, which happened in Septem- 
ber in 1796, I had heard of communications with France, and a 
probability of the negotiations for aſſiſtance being ſucceſstul. 

Q. When were you liberated, and on what condition ? 

A. I was liberated in January or February laſt, on condition 
that I ſhould not belong to any treaſonable committee. 

Q. After you were liberated, did vou hear of any intended at- 
tempt on Dublin or Lehaunſtown Camp; 

A. I did not till after the arreſts of Bund's on the 12th of March. 

Q. After that, were you very active in adviſing the filling up 
the vacancies in the ſeveral departments of the Iriſh Union, which 
you _—_ had taken place in conſequence of thoſe arreſts? 

A. I was. 

Q. Had you then any information of an intended inſurrection? 

A. Soon after I di ſcovered that an inſurrection was decided upon, 
and I meant to have given my advice and afliitance in it. 

Was there a letter from John Sheares who was lately con- 
victed of treaſon, and exccuted, found in your pocket, when you 
v.cre laſt arrettcd ? 

A. There was. 

. What was the purport of that letter ? 
To diſſuade me from attacking Kitraainham gaol. 
Was there any intention of attacking Newgate? | 

A. I belicve there was an intention of attacking it oa the night 
] wasarreited, the 23d oi iviay, 1749, in order to liberate Lord Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald. I boiieve lome hundreds were ailembled at the 
Barley Fields for that purpoſe. they conſidered that Lord Ed- 
ward would be a very valuable leader, and that he would have led 
the Rebels in Leinſter. All che delegates looked to him as their 
leader. I have delivercd ſcveral meiiages from him to different 
commitices. Lord Edward and 1 were ſtopped by a patrole at 
Palinerſtowen not long beiore, and liberated by miſtake, | 

Q. Were Lord Edward Fitzgerald and the Sheares's acquainted 
with cach other; 

A. I hey werc, and knew each other's political opinions. 


S 
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For ſome time before Lord Edward's arreſt, he was almoſt con- 
ſtantly employed in conſultations with military men, and in form- 
ing plans of military operations. 

2 e latterly Lod Edward was rather afraid of invaſion, 
Jeit the French would conquer Ireland, and therefore urged on the 
inſurrection. 

Q. Have you had any interview with Mr. Grattan ſince you 
were liberate! from contnement f 

A. T was twice with Mr. Grattan at Tinnchinch, in April 1798. 
[ either ſhewed Mr. Grattan the laſt conſtitution of the fociety of 
United Iriſhmen, or explained it to him, and preſſed him to come 
forward. I was accompanied at thelc interviews by John Sweet- 
man and Oliver Bond: but I do not believe Mr. Grattan was ever 
an United Iriſhman. 

Q. Do you mean John Sweeiman, who is now in cuſtody on a 
charge of treaſon, and has with others of the itate priſoners ſub— 
mitted to the mercy of Government? 

A. I do. 

Q. Did you know of any depots of arms or ammunition ? 

A. I believe there never were any--- ihe arms were in the 
hands of the people and they hid them; this was conſidered the 
ſafeſt method. 

Q. It has been ſtated to this committee, that you have ſaid you 
ſwore Mr. Grattan * 

A. I never did ſwear Mr. Grattan, nor have I ever ſaid that I 
ſwore him. 

Q. When did the manufacture of pikes begin? 

A. About the time of the military organization. 

Says, the Convention Bill was calculated to meet every part of 
the ſyſtem of United Iriſhmen. When he read it, he ſuppoſed the 
framer of the bill had their conſtitution before him whilſt he was 
drawing it. 

Says, Ulſter is not fo well organized as it was a year ago. 

Says, many people joined the United Iriſhmen, ſuppoſing them 
to be the ſtiongeſt party in the ſtate ; and if their affairs had been 
well conducted, he thinks they would have become the government 
of the country. Being deſired to explain himſelf, he ſaid, latteriy 
their «irs have been much miſconducted, becauſe the ableſt men 
amongit them have been either arreited, or obliged to fly. If they 
had remained at large, is of opinion they muſt have ſucceeded, 

Says, that till the laſt two months, he did not conſider Govern- 
ment to be well informed, but the late arreſts convinced him they 
Were. 
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Dy a letter addreſſed to the Lord Chancellor, by Samuel Neil- 
ſon, immediately after his examination; he wiſhes to cor- 
rect his evidence, by ſtating, that he had another inter- 
view with Mr. Grattan ai Tinnehinch, in company with 


Mr. John Hughes, and that they both went there in Mr. 
Sweetman's chaiſe, 


No. VI. 


Examination of Thomas- Addis Emmett, Efquire, 


SATURDAY, IIth AuGusT, 1798. 


Thomas-Eddis Emmett, ſq. Sworn. 


Q. mY you belong to the ſociety of United Iriſhmen ? 
A. I did. 


Q. Were you a member of the Executive Directory of that 
ſocicty e 

A. I was, -I was firſt appointed in January 1797, and con- 
tinued a Member of it till May 1797---I then ceaſed to be a mem- 
ber of the Ditectory till December laſt, when I was elected a ſe- 
cond time and I continued a member till my arreſt in March laſt. 

Q. When did the military organization take place ? 

A. I have heard that it commenced the beginning or middle 
of 1700. | 

Q. What was the object of the military organization ? 

A. Its object was to prepare for reliitance, and effect a revo- 
lution. 

Q. Was this organization known to the Executive Directory 
of the Union ? 

A. It was known to and had the approbation of the Executive, 
as returns of inen and arms were regularly made to them. The 
laſt military organization procecded immediately from the Execu- 
tiv- Diicctory. 

Q. When did the firſt communication with France take place? 

A. The firſt I heard of took place about the middle of 1790. 
This was in conſequence of an offer of aſſiſtance from France. 
This offer was in conſequence of repreſentations made by perſons 
of this country, rclident at Paris. It was taken into ſerious 
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conſideration in ſummer 1796, and accepted by the Iriſh Exccutive 
Directory. 

The firſt communication with France, of which I can ſpeak 
from my own particular knowledge, was in April 1797. his 
was an effort to eſtabliſh a permanent intercourſe with the French 
Directory, to give them an account of the number of troops here, 
and of their ſituation, and of the diſpoſitions of the people; and to 
ſolicit the aid of limited number of troops, with arms and ammu- 
nition. A ſpecial meiſenger was ſent on this occaſion, who has 
continued the reſdent accredited agent of the Triſh Fxecutive Di- 
rectory at Paris, and has been ſupported from hence by private 
ſubſcriptions. 

Q. Were any diſpatches received from this agent ? 

A. In ſome time after his arrival at Paris, he ſent aſſurances to 
the Executive, of aſſiſtance from the French, and that they-would 
continue it till Ireland was ſeparated from Great Britain. 

Q. When did the next communication with France take 
place? 

A. In June 1797, a ſecond meſſenger was diſpatched. He was 
ſent in conſequence of an application from the French Directory, 
to arrange every thing for an invaſion of this kingdom; his inſtruc- 
tions were pretty much the fame as thoſe of the former, but he 
was to require a greater quantity of arms. This additional ſupply 
of arms was demanded, principally in conſequence of the ſeizure 
of arms in the North, which had been made by order of go- 
vernment. 

(). Was any communication made to the Executive Directory 
of ihe United Iriſhmen, relative to the armament in the Texel; 

A. I am pretty certain a communication was made in the ſum— 
mer cf 17%, that the armament in the Texcl was deſtined for 
Ireland. | 

(Q). Was any diſpatch received from France in the laſt winter? 

A. A diſpatch arrived in the laſt winter from the French Di— 
rectory, to inform the Executive Directory here, that an arma- 
ment would arrive on the Iriſh coaſt in the month of April 

798. No mention was made of the amount of the force to be 
ſent, nor of the place of debarkation, as they were aflurced by the 
Iriſh Executive, that wherever they landed they would be ſup— 
ported, 

Q. How do you account for the people being ſo loyal and well 
diſpoſed, while the French were in Bantry Bay! 

A. About November 1796, a meflenger arrived here from 
France, who ſtated that a deſcent would immediately be made with 
15,000 men---In a very few days after this racitenger had quitted 
Ireland on his return, a letter arrived, which was conſidered, by 
the Iriſh Executive as authentic, ſtating, that the expedition was 
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deferred till Spring, when England would be invaded, and proba- 
- bly Ireland: This contradiction threw the Executive off their 

guard, in ago mp qe of which, no meaſures were taken to pre- 
pare the people for the reception of the French ariny. The pco- 
ple were left to themſelves. 


Q. Was any diſpatch ſent from this kingdom to France in the 
laſt winter? 

A. About the beginning of January or the latter end of De- 
cember, a diſpatch was made up by the Exccutive and intended to 
be tranſmitted to the Directory, but the attempt failed. I perceive 
the tendency of that queſtion-- but I defire to be underſtood, that 
that diſpatch was not meant to be ſent through England. 

Q. When was the Revolutionary Staff appointed? 

A. It was appointed for Leinſter in January or February, 1799, 
It was thought neceſſary to have an Adjutant General in each 
county, to receive and communicate military orders from the Ex- 
ecutive Directory. 

Q. What was the mode of appointment? 

A. The Colonels of cach county returned the names of three 
perſons to the Executive, who appointed one of them to act as 
Adjutant General of the county. | 


Q. What was the purpoſc of the military organization, and 
preparations ? | 


A. To afliſt the French when they ſhould land, and effect a 
Revolution. 

Q. When was the Military Committee appointed? 

A. I believe, in February 1798. 

Q. What was the duty of the Military Committee ? 

A. Their Duty was to prepare a plan of co-operation with the 
French when they ſhould land, or of inſurrection in caſe they 
ſhould be forced to it before the arrival of the French, which they 
were determined to avoid if poſſible. I believe the inſurrection, 
which has taken place, was brought forward by the military ſeve— 
rities which were exerciſed in the county of Kildare, and if the 
arreſts had not taken place it would have been kept back, by the 
perſons who were arreſted, till the French ſhould arrive, as it was 
their determination to wait for aſſiſtance from France, before any 
open attack ſhould be made by the people. It the French had ar- 
rived at the appointed time, I am certain there would have been a 
very general and formidable inſurrection in every part of the 
country. 

; Was John Sheares a member of the Executive before your 
arrelt * | 

A. He was not. 

Q. Have you heard that he was clected a member of the Exe- 
eutive Directory after your arrelt * 
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A. I have not; but it is poſſible he may. 


Q. Have you ſeen the Revolutionary Proclamation which was 
drawn by John Sheares, and proved at his trial? 

A. I have and I very much diſapprove of it. The old Execu- 
tive never meant to ſpill blood, but rather to retain men of a cer- 
tain rank as hoſtages, and it they found them hoſtile to the Revo- 
Iutionary Government, to ſend them out of the country---And it 
was alſo determined, that if the wives of ſuch perſons did not act 
with hoſtility tothe new Goverment, they ſhould be allowed a 
maintenance out of the huſband's property, and that each child 
ſhou'd have a portion: The reſidue to belong to the nation. 


Q. Did the arreſts of the 12th of March tend to diſorganize the 
ſyſtem? 

A. They did; the principal members of the Union were either 
contined or fied in conſequence of the arreſts. 


Q. Did you think the maſs of the people care for Catholic 
Emancipation or Parliamentary Reform : 

A. I believe the maſs of the people do not care a feather for 
Catholic Emancipation, neither did they care for Parliamentary 
Reform, till it was explained to them as leading to other objects 
which they looked to, principally the abolition of tithes. Lon 
very ſure if tithes were aboliſhed, the people, on * new 
leates, would be obliged to pay more in proportion for lands than 
the value they now pay for tithes---My wiſh was to deſtroy the 

reſent ctablithed church, and to have no church eſtabliſhment. 
Ine people were alſo taught to conſider that when they became 
members of a Democracy, their condition would be bettered. 


Q. Was any Eccleſiaſtical Eſtablithment intended by the Revo- 
lutionary Government? 
A. None, certainly. 


Q. How do you ſuppoſe it poſlible for Ireland to remain a free 
country, unconnected with Great Britain? 

A. Ireland is now in a very different ſituation from that in 
which the ſtood at the Revolution; I think ſhe has grown out of 
her connection with Great Britain, 


Q. Explain yourſelf ? 

A. At the Revolution, her population did not much excced a 
million and a half; now it amounts to five millions. Her wealth 
has increaſed in a greater proportion I am therefore of opinion, 
that ſhe is capable now of [ſtanding alone. 


Q. Do you not think it a wiſer and a fairer policy to abide by 
that connexion, by which her wealth and population have grown 


{0 rapidly? 
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A. I do not; I think this might be the happieſt country in the 
world, if the was eſtabliſhed as an independent republic. 


Q. How could the cxiſt as an independent {tate unconnected 
with Britain, without a ſhip of war, or the means of having one? 
Twelve Britiſh frigates ſtationed on her coaſts, could annthilate the 
trade of Ireland. How could England diſtreſs her in the ſingle 
article of coals ? 

A. I think Ireland would be very much crippled for ſome years, 
but if ſhe were ſeparated from Great Britain, the colollal ſtrength 
of the Britiſh navy would very quickly be reduced. And as to 
the ſupply of coals, I think by extending our inland navigation, 
we —_ be ſupplied with fuel at home. 
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No. VII. 
Examination of Oliver Band. 


TutsDar, 14th AucusrT, 1798. 


Oliver Bond, Sworn. 
Q. Were you an United Iriſhman ? 


A. TI was, and continued ſo till the time of my arreſt. 

2. Were you a member of the Executive Directory of the 
Irin Union? 

A. 1 was not regularly a member of the Executive; I was ori- 
rinally aflociated with the Northern Executive in 1796, and acted 
under that ailociation in conducting the affairs of the Union. 
When the Loinker organization was completed early in 1797, I 
was regularly eleQcd a member of the Executive, but declined to 
act ofhcially; I, however, continued in the confidence of the 
Union, and was conſulted by them on all affairs of moment. 

Q. Did you know any thing of the correſpondence with 
France? 

A. I did before the Leinſter organization was completed in 
1797; but I knew nothing of it officially after I declined being a 
member of the Executive Directory. 

. When was the firſt communication with France ? 

A. The firſt I knew of was about the middle of 1796.---A 
perſon was then ſent to France to ſound the diſpoſitions of the 
Directory, and to know what atliſtance they would give. 

When did the military organization commen-e ? 

A. It commenced in the North late in 1796, and in Dublin in 
Spring 1797. | | 

Q. How was the ſyſtem propagated ? 

A. By emiſlaries ſent into the different counties, with letters, 
to ſuch reſident perſons as were likely to forward the ſyſtem, and 
had influence in the diſtrict. 

Q. When was the ſociety of United Iriſhmen inſtituted ? | 

A. It was originally inſtituted in 1791, for the purpoſe of Re- 
form--- Catholic Emancipation was a mere pretence. 

Q. Do you think the maſs of the people care for Parliamentary 
Reform? © 

A. I believe the maſs of the people did not, nor do not, care 
for Parliamentary Reform---but thoſe who thought for them did. 
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Q. Were the reports of the ſecret committees of laſt ſeffion 
accurate ? 

A. T think they were. 

Q. How did you get the letters of Smith and Newel ? 

A. They were lett with me by the perſons who got them up 
from them by negotiation. f 

Q. Was not the object of the Union, to arm and regiment 
the people, for the purpoſe of ſubverting the government ? 

A. Latterly it was. 

Q. Were there any depots of arms? 

A. "There were not. 
| . For what purpoſe was the newſpaper called the Preſs ſet 
bs I believe to forward the cauſe of the Union. 
Q Was it an object of the Union to aboliſh all eccleſiaſtical 
eſtabliſhments ? 

A. It was a principal object. | 
8 Ven there any vation ſent from Dublin to organize the 

ut 


A. There was laſt Winter; and I underſtood he had made 
conſiderable progreſs in Limerick and other places. 

Q. Did you underſtand that Connaught in general was well 
organized ? 

A. I underſtood it was. 

Do you think the places in the Executive Directory and 
the other departments of the Iriſh Union, of thoſe who were 
arreſted on the 12th of March, were filled up after that arreſt ? 

A. I bolieve they were. 
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No. VIII. 


Copy of a paper found in the writing box 
of Lord Ed ward Fitzgerald, on the 12th 
of March, by the Officer who went on 
that day to arreſt him under a Charge of 


Treaſon. 


N. B. This does not appear amongſt the 
papers ſeized on Lord Edward Fitz- 
gerald, which are contained in the Ap- 
pendix to the Report of the Houſe of 


Commons. 


— 


IF ever any unfortunate cauſe ſhould put our city, with the other 
parts of the country, into the poſſeſſion of a cruel and tyrannical 
enemy, whoſe government, by repeated oppreſſions, might drive 
us into the laſt ſtage of deſperate reſiſtance, our conduct then ſhould 
be regulated in a manner beſt calculated for obtaining victory. 


The following thoughts are humbly offered 
for the inſpection of every real Iriſhman. 


It is ſuppoſed that the enemy have a well-appointed and diſci- 
plined ſtanding army. | 

In ſuch a caſe every man ought to conſider how that army could 
be attacked or repelled, and what advantage their diſcipline and 


numbers might give them in a populous city, acting in concert 


with the adjoining counties. : 
It is well known that an officer of any ſkill in his profeſſion, 
would be very cautious of br : ng the beſt diſciplined troops into 


ing1 
6 


a large City in aſtate of inſj ion, for the following reafons ; 
| 4 | 
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His troops, by the breadth of the ſtreets, are obliged to have a 
very narrow front, and however numerous, only three men deep 
can be brought into action, which in the wideſt of our ſtreets can- 
not be more than ſixty men, as a ſpace muſt be left on each ſide or 
flank, for the men who diſcharge, to retreat to the rear, that their 
places may be occupied by the next in ſucceſſion, who are loaded; 
ſo, though there are a thouſand men in the ſtreet, not more than 
ſixty can act at one time; and ſhould they be attacked by an irre- 
gular body armed with pikes, or ſuch bold weapons, it the lixty 
men in front were defcated, the whole body, however numerous, 
are unable to aſliſt, and immediately become a ſmall mob in uni- 
form, from the inferiority of number, in compariſon to the people, 
and caſily diſpoſed of. | 

Another inconvenience might deſtroy the order of this army.— 
Perhaps at the fame moment they may be dreadtully galled from 

the houſe-tops by ſhowers of bricks, coping ſtones, &c. which ma 
be at hand, without imitating the women of Paris, who carried the 
ſtones of the unpaved ſtreets to the windows and tops of the houſes 
in their aprons. 

Another diſadvantage on the part of the ſoldiers, would be, as 
they are regulated by the word of command, or ſtroke of the 
drum, they mult be left to their individual diſcretion, as ſuch com- 
munications mult be drowned in the noiſe and clamour of a popular 
tumult. 

In the next place, that part of the populace, Who could not get 
into the engagement, would be employed in unpaving the {treets, 
ſo as to impede the movements of horle or artillery; and in the ave- 
nues where the army were likely to paſs, numbers weuld be en- 
gaged forming barricrs of hogſheads, carts, cars, counters, doors, 

- &c. the forcing of which barriers, by the army would be diſputed, 
while like ones, were forming at every twenty or thirty yards or 
any convenient diſtances, ſituation might require; ſhould ſuch pre- 
'zutions be well obſerved, the progreſs of an army, through. one 
ſtreet or over one bridge would be very tedious, and attended with 
great loſs, if it would not be deſtroyed; at the ſame time the neigh- 
bouring counties might riſs in a maſs and diſpoſe of the troops ſcat- 
tered in their vicinity, and prevent a junction or a paſſage of any 
army intended for the city; they would tear up the roads and bar- 
ricade every convenient diſtance with trees, timber, implements of 
huſbandry, &c. at the ſame time lining the hedges, walls, ditches 
and houſes, with men armed with n Rowe who would keep up a 
well-directed fire, | 

However well exerciſed ſtanding armies are ſuppoſed to be, by 
frequent reviews, and ſham battles, they are never prepared for 
broken roads, or encloſed fields, in a country like ours covered 
with innumerable and continued interſections of ditches and hedges, 
every one of which are an advantage to an irregular body, and may 
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with advantage be diſputed, againſt an army as ſo many fortifications 
and entrenchments. | 

The people in the city would have an advantage by being armed 
with pikes or ſuch weapons, the firſt attack if poſſible ſhould be 
made by men whoſe pikes were nine or ten feet long, by that means 
they could act in ranks deeper than the ſoldiery, whoſe arms are 
much ſhorter, than the deep files of the pike men, by being weigh- 
tier, muſt eaſily break the thin order of the army. 

The Charge of the pike men, ſhould be made in a ſmart trot, 
on the flank or extremity of every rank, there ſhould be intrepid 
men placed to keep the fronts even, that at cloſing every point 
ſhould tell together ; they ſhould have at the ſame time, two or 
three like bodies at convenient diſtances in the rear, who would 
be brought up if wanting to ſupport the front, which would give 
confidence to their brothers in aCtion, as it would tend to diſcou- 
rage the enemy, at the ſame time there ſhould be in the rear of each 
diviſion, ſome men of ſpirit to keep the ranks as cloſe as poflible. 

The apparent ſtrength of the army ſhould not intimidate, as 
cloſing on it makes its powder and ball uſeleſs, all its ſuperiority is 
in hghting at a diſtance, all its ſkill ceaſes, and all its action muſt 
be ſuſpended, when it once is within the reach of the pike. 

The reaſon of printing and writing this, is to remind the people, 
of diſcuſſing military ſubjects. | 


THE END. 
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